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Sweet 16 and Never Been to Driver’s Ed
What do you think of 

first when you think of the 
age 16? Probably “driver’s 
license.” And what’s the 
first thing you did when 
you turned 16? If you’re 
like me, you went straight 
to the DMV and took the 

test to get your driver’s license. You, me, and 
most other 16-year-olds from Generation X 
and older. It was a rite of passage, one that was 
months, sometimes years in the making. Many 
of us country kids had been driving around on 
dirt roads since we could barely see over the 
steering wheel, and driving without a license 
was nothing unusual. It was a fact of life. 

I think I was nine years old the first time 
someone let me in the driver’s seat. If you’d 
driven a bumper-car at the fair, a car with an 
automatic transmission was hardly different, 
except the part about trying to avoid hitting 
other cars. But that was the whole point of let-
ting kids drive on those country dirt roads. 
The chances of another car on the road at the 
same time were small. 

Learning to drive with a manual transmis-

sion – that was the real deal, and mandatory 
for all the kids in wheat-farming country who 
drove trucks during harvest. 

My brother, born in 1949, likes to share his 
memory of learning to drive with a clutch at 
the age of six. He was driving a tractor during 
hay baling season. The tractor was hauling a 
flat-bed trailer driving slowly through the hay-
field, stopping for my dad, uncles, and cousins 
to buck the hay bales onto the trailer. Not yet 
strong enough to buck bales, my brother was 
put to work standing behind the wheel of the 
tractor, instructed to step on the clutch when it 
was time to slow or stop.

My initiation in learning to use a clutch was 
similar. It happened in the same hay field be-
hind my grandparents’ house, but I was older, 
maybe 11. I never learned to drive the tractor, 
but my dad drove a 70-something Chevrolet 
truck, manual transmission, of course, “stick 
shift” as we called it. Or just “shift,” accord-
ing to my mom, who for some reason couldn’t 
be bothered to include “stick” to the “shift.” 
Or just “clutch” as some people refer to it.   

In that truck, the shift, or stick, was over two 
feet long with a baseball-sized bulb to grab 

onto. There was no diagram with directions to 
move the bulb to find first gear, second gear, 
and so on. Nope. I had to learn and memorize 
those positions. But that was the easy part. As 
everyone who learned to drive a shift knows, 
one of the hardest parts is the delicate timing 
of releasing the brake and clutch, while mov-
ing the shift into first gear. During that driving 
lesson, I don’t think I ever made it out of first 
gear. Moving that stick was a colossal effort. 
With my short legs, I had to scoot my butt al-
most off the seat to reach the clutch. 

Maybe that’s why I never had another lesson 
with my father. Or maybe because our other 
cars were all automatic transmissions, and so, 
why bother? Especially when your 12-year-old 
friend could drive you.

We moved to Ayer Railroad Junction when 
I was 12. Ayer was on the Snake River and a 
boat basin that was perfect for swimming, and 
had been built a couple of miles from the junc-
tion housing. By the time I was 13, the Jarvis 
family had moved to Ayer. Lorna Jarvis was a 
year younger than I, and an experienced shift 
driver. If our parents didn’t feel like driving us 

by Amy McGarry

GOING OUT OF 
BUSINESS 

SALE
JUNE 14 & 15
Irrigation Parts & Equipment 

Lawn Mowing Equipment 
Misc. Vehicles & Trailers • Tools 

Air Compressors • Curbing Equipment

Text Only 509-550-8703

Sat
8-4

Sun
9-3

Text Only: 509-550-8703
1288 Highway 20 E., Colville



 Page 2                                                                                 Huckleberry Press                                                                   June 1, 2025

www.huckleberrypress.com

Huckleberry Press
The Huckleberry Press began in the Fruitland Valley, nestled in the shadow of northeastern 
Washington’s Huckleberry Mountains. Since 2003, “Huckleberry Country” has expanded 
throughout the Inland Northwest to the 12 counties of Adams, Benewah, Bonner, Douglas, 
Ferry, Kootenai, Lincoln, Okanogan, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Stevens, and Whitman. 
The Huckleberry Press is dedicated to celebrating and connecting people with their 
communities by featuring stories of people making major contributions as individuals, with 
new or expanding businesses, and through special, community events. Also included are 
small business advice, lifestyle, humor, and seasonal features. The Huckleberry Press is 
dated the 1st of each month. 

Articles and ad space reservation deadline: 20th of each month 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
P.O. Box 983, Kettle Falls, WA 99141  •  844-344-8344  •  huckleberrypress.com

Subscriptions
The Huckleberry Press is available for free at over 500 locations in northeastern 
Washington and northern Idaho, and online at huckleberrypress.com. Subscriptions are 
$32/year to cover mailing costs.

The Huckleberry Press is published 12 times per year. 
Copyright 2001-2025 © by Huckleberry Press. All rights reserved. Reproduction of the contents, or 
use in whole or part without written permission from the publisher is strictly prohibited. Advertising, 
views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the publisher. Printed in the 
USA with recycled press plates and soy-based ink on paper containing recycled content.

Publisher, Senior Editor 
Gabriel Cruden

Editor
Camille Krema 

Advertising Sales 
Shannon Chapman

509-690-6599
ads@inlandnwmediagroup.com

Advertising Sales 
Christa McDonald

509-570-8460 
christamc@aol.com 

Advertising Sales 
Gabriel Cruden
844-344-8344

ads@huckleberrypress.com 

Kelsey Fixel has lived in the Valley, Wash. area 
her whole life and says that it is a beautiful place to 
live and where she feels most at home. Now, since 
Kelsey and her husband, Mike Fixel, Jr., have opened 
MK Coffee Station, she is able to work within her 
beloved community as well. 

 “I run the day-to-day operations, and we have one 
incredible employee, Amber Pickens,” Kelsey said. 
“My sisters help out occasionally, and our whole 

family plays a part in keeping things running. Our daughters, Mikenna 
and Kennedy, are often at the shop. They’re becoming little mixologists 
and love helping out however they can, whether it’s washing dishes or 
mixing up kid-friendly drinks behind the scenes.” 

When asked if her children have their own favorite menu items, 
Kelsey said, “They do! They’ve definitely got their favorites and are 
always eager to sample and create new drinks. Mikenna right now is 
loving ‘Kiss from a Rose’ mocha. A drink consisting of white choco-
late with a bit of cherry and rose flavor. Kennedy’s go-to is one of her 
own creation: the ‘Tooty Fruity.’ I’m honestly not entirely sure what’s 

all in it, but it’s basically 
an intricate Italian soda 
that she makes herself 
every time. They’re 
great at giving feedback 
and keeping things fun, 
and me on my toes.”  

Kelsey’s go-to is a 
drink called “The Fa-
vorite” and is a white 
chocolate powder mo-
cha with brown sugar 
cinnamon and cinna-
mon powder. “I love it 
Americano style and 
iced,” Kelsey said. “It’s 
cozy, smooth, and just 
feels like home to me,” Kelsey said.  

When Kelsey talked about opening the business, she said, “Honestly, 
it was to prove to myself that I could. It was something that scared me 
for a long time. I wasn’t sure how I’d pull it off, but the support from 
our community ‒ and encouragement from the owners of Hometown 
Fuel ‒ really pushed me forward. They believed in me when I was still 
full of fear and doubt. I started with MK Mobile Coffee, my vintage 
Shasta trailer turned espresso stand, and eventually felt ready to take 
this leap into something more permanent. I trusted the community 
would show up, and they have, in the most beautiful way.”

According to Kelsey, what makes MK Coffee Station stand out is that 
everything is personal, intentional, and “made with love.” Kelsey said, 
“We’re not a chain, and we’re not trying to be. We serve high-quality, 
handcrafted drinks, but, more than that, we serve connection. People 
feel like they’re part of something when they stop here. It’s about good 
coffee, yes, but also about good energy, and being part of a hometown 
that truly cares for its people.” 

Good Vibes and Good Coffee

by Robin Milligan

NORM’S AUTO REPAIR

295 W. 1st • Colville, WA • 509-685-9653 • 855-877-9653 
      norms-auto.com • Mon-Thur: 7:00 am - 5:30 pm

Lumber & Supply Inc.
HANEY

1101 N. Hwy 395, Colville

M - F: 7 - 5:30  •  Sat: 8 - 2

Last stoplight north of town

Tools
Materials

Expert Advice

509-684-2150

Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Treatment

Substance 
Use Disorder

(SUD)

Mental
Health
(MH)

Colville  (SUD/MH)  509-684-4597 or 866-708-4597
Chewelah  (SUD/MH)  509-935-4808

Davenport  (SUD/MH)  509-725-3001 or 888-725-3001
Nine Mile Falls  (MH by appt only)  509-262-0396

Republic  (SUD/MH)  509-775-3341 or 866-807-7131

Mental Health After Hours Emergencies: 988
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Even the location of the MK Coffee Station 
has significance. “It is set up next to Home-
town Fuel, a highly anticipated local gas sta-
tion run by families who have been pillars 
of this community for years,” Kelsey said. 
“They believed in me before I believed in my-
self. This location brings things full circle for 
me, back to my roots, and into a space that’s 
deeply connected to the people I love.” 

Their mission: good vibes and good cof-
fee. “That’s what it all comes back to,” Kelsey 
explained. “My goal is to make MK Coffee 
Station a place where people feel welcome, 
seen, and uplifted every single time they stop 
by. We proudly serve organic coffee from 
Roast House in Spokane. Their commitment 
to stainability and quality aligns perfectly 
with what we believe in.”

Kelsey said she is inspired by her fami-
ly, “First and foremost, my girls, my husband, 
my parents – they’ve all shaped me. Also, the 

people in this commu-
nity who keep showing 
up for each other, espe-
cially in hard times. I’ve 
been surrounded by en-
couragement, kindness, 
and resilience, and that 
inspires me every single 
day. I want them to know 
how grateful I am. This 
isn’t just a coffee stand 
– it’s a dream brought to 
life by the people around 
me. It’s taken a village 
to get here, and I’m so 
thankful to be serving 
coffee and connection 

right here in the town that raised me. Whether 
you’re coming by for a drink, a locally-made 
snack, or just to bask in some good energy, 
you’re always welcome at MK Coffee Sta-
tion.” 

You can find MK Coffee Station on social 
media or visit them in person for a one-of-a-
kind coffee experience from people who love 
their community, love the Inland Northwest, 
and love coffee.  

Address: 3081 Waits Lake Road, Valley, 
WA 99181, Facebook & Instagram: @mkcof-
feestation Email: mkcoffeestation@outlook.
com

Robin Milligan is an artist and entrepre-
neur living in Spokane, Wash. She curates 
art shows, runs an IT company, and teaches 
ceramics and painting from her home studio. 
When not working, Robin spends her time 
with her three children exploring nature, 
rockhounding, making art, and swimming.

WHO COULD 
YOU SAVE  
WITH NARCAN?
BE PREPARED. KEEP IT CLOSE.

“I carry Narcan because I am 
surrounded by college  
students who  
may experiment.”

Scan to learn more: 
• Signs of overdose

• Where to get free Narcan
• How to use Narcan 

– Ian, EWU Student

June 2025srhd.org

Coughs & Colds
Flu Symptoms

Sore Throat

Coughs & Colds
Flu Symptoms
Sore Throat

WALK IN. FEEL BETTER.WALK IN. FEEL BETTER.

newhealth.org/nownewhealth.org/now
No Appointment Needed!No Appointment Needed!

Same-Day Appointments For:Same-Day Appointments For:

Colville Medical: 358 N. Main St.

Ear Pain 
Minor Cuts
And More!    

Ear Pain 
Minor Cuts
And More!    

509-738-2985

GET MORE  
DO MORE!

Your Local Dealer

JJRiggsEquipment.com • 685 Elm Tree Dr. Colville

OUR CUSTOMERS 
GIVE US 5 STARS

Fixel family, by Amber Pickens Photography.
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The Ladies Go Shopping
Alice had dusted the 

living room twice that 
morning and was giving 
up. Her husband, hop-
ing to catch the predicted 
rain, was planting win-
ter wheat in the adjacent 
field. Every time he went 

by on his rounds, a perverse wind dusted the 
house.

Alice was in a hurry. Twice a month she 
went grocery shopping with Esther and it was 
her turn to drive. Esther would be waiting 
in her neat kitchen, all decked out in her go-
to-town outfit: gloves, nylons, flowered blue 
dress, hat and handbag to match.

Alice had purposefully left their new car 
in the garage until the last minute to keep 
it shiny. A new car! Tongues would wag in 
some quarters, “The Thompsons are showing 
off again. Last year it was a fancy new com-
bine and now a new car. Well!”  

Of course, the combine wasn’t new or fancy. 
Oh, how they had scrimped and saved to get 
it. When you are a wheat farmer’s wife, you 
have one paycheck a year. This year, when 
the wheat was sold, they had decided to buy 
a new car. 

New? “New” was rarely in her husband’s 
vocabulary. But there were compelling rea-
sons to trade in the old car; it had bad brakes 
and lousy headlights, and just possibly quit-
ting on her husband one night might have 
helped. (He had to walk home in the rain. He 
didn’t mind the rain, but the walk rankled.)

The new car had safety glass, improved 

brakes, good headlights, and the gas tank was 
over the rear wheels, not practically in your 
lap.

Out the kitchen door in her own careful out-
fit, Alice encountered another problem: their 
milk cow was on the wrong side of the fence 
eating the flowers she had planted. Her hus-
band in his haste had left the gate open. She 
shooed the cow into the pasture and closed the 
gate but not without snagging her nylons.

The day was not going well.
It was early September 1937, and the talk at 

the Mode Café was all about Amelia Earhart’s 
disappearance in the far reaches of the Pacific 
Ocean as well as some speculation on how 
the Social Security Act, just approved by the 
Supreme Court, would affect farm families. 
The Yankees seemed likely to win the World 
Series again, and we were slowly but surely 
working our way out of the Great Depression.

The ladies lingered over the Blue Plate Spe-
cial and opted for seconds on coffee. They 
agreed it was such a pleasure to eat something 
somebody else had prepared! Finally, Esther 
ordered maple nut ice cream and Alice had a 
root beer float. 

The shopping went well. With the help of 
the grocery boy, they loaded boxes and pa-
per bags on the back seat and floor of the new 
car. Last stop on their schedule was a trip to 
the commercial meat locker. Before the war, 
home freezers were rare and very expensive. 
Most families rented space in a commercial 
locker. 

The new car had a light that lit up in the 
unlikely event that your brakes failed. A half 

mile from Alice’s house there was a small hill, 
and at the bottom of the hill the road ended in 
a T. Go left to Esther’s house, right to Alice’s, 
and straight ahead was the neighbor’s pasture. 

Just over the hill, Alice touched the brakes to 
eat off a little speed. The warning light came 
on. No brakes. No brakes?! Used to emer-
gencies in the Model A and an assortment of 
wheat trucks over the years, Alice mumbled 
something unladylike, cramped the wheel 
and grabbed the emergency brake all at the 
same time. Spewing gravel every which way, 
they slid sideways down the hill, ending in the 
shallow ditch beside the neighbor’s fence.   

Once in Esther’s yard, they inspected the 
new car for damage. There was none, but 
Alice, upon looking in the back seat, said, 
“Esther, come see this.” Torn paper bags and 
upset boxes littered the floor. The ladies, still 
in their go-to-town finery, put empty boxes 
on the ground and began sorting cans, bot-
tles, oranges and apples. Alice, still shaking 
from their ordeal, asked, “Esther, did you get 
Wheaties this time? And how many cans of 
tomato soup did you buy? I thought I ordered 
four, but now I’m not sure.”

Ray Bilderback, creator of the Reuben 
Braddock novels, was born and raised in 
the Sierra foothills of California. He served 
in the U.S. Navy Seabees during the Korean 
War and taught for many years in the west. 
He makes his home in the mountains of east-
ern Washington with his archeologist wife, 
Madilane Perry. “In the 1930s and 1940s, 
where I lived, we still used horses and hand 
tools, canned and preserved what we grew or 
raised, lit our kerosene lanterns, stoked our 
woodstoves. In my writing, I draw from those 
times like water from a sweet well.”

by Ray Bilderback

Stop by our KraftMaid Cabinetry showroom at Haney
Lumber & Supply to experience all we have to offer.

- Free design service and quotes
- Delivery available. Appointments Welcome!

For inspirational ideas visit kraftmaid.com

HANEY
Lumber & Supply Inc.

509-684-2150
1101 N. Highway

Colville, WA
haneylumberandsupply.com

53% OFF LIST PRICE

Additional Additional 
10-20% Off 10-20% Off 
5+ Cabinets 5+ Cabinets 
Till 4-27-20Till 4-27-20

42Republic’s Museums Are Open!

15 N. Kean St.
(Across from the City Park) 
Open Memorial Day 

Weekend through Labor 
Day Weekend 

Fri - Mon, 10 am - 2 pm

Whitaker-Fletcher 
House Museum

Both are Free Admission (Donations Accepted) 
and operated by the Ferry County Historical Society.

J.W. & Elizabth Slagle House Museum

Presented as it 
was in 1941 with 
original family 

furnishings.
Open 

June 14 & 28 
July 12 & 26 

August 9 & 23 
11 am - 2 pm912 S Keller Street

Republic’s only National Register Property open to the public.

RIDE SCHEDULERIDE SCHEDULE
Reservations RecommendedReservations Recommended

Some Dates & Times Sold OutSome Dates & Times Sold Out
June 14 & 15June 14 & 15
June 28 & 29June 28 & 29
July 12 & 13July 12 & 13

July 26* & 27*July 26* & 27*
Sept 27 & 28Sept 27 & 28

Oct 4 & 5Oct 4 & 5
Departure Times: Departure Times: 

9 am & Noon9 am & Noon  
*Ride at Noon only*Ride at Noon only

Tourism Support Provided by Pend Oreille County Hotel/Motel Tax Funds.

Enjoy pedaling a 
four-seated RailRider 
along the North Pend 

Oreille River.

$120/Reserve a 4 seat 
railrider (up to 4 people).

- Ask About Group Rates -

Tickets at:
lionsrailriders.com

844-724-5743

RAIN or SHINE
Plan to Bring

Weather Appropriate Attire

METALMETAL
ROOFING • TRIM 
SIDING PANELS

WE ARE OPEN NOW!
5 miles north of Deer Park along Hwy 395

Metal Manufacturer 
with Direct Pricing

4436 Williams Valley Rd., Clayton
509-345-1171

We Offer Same Day Service

METAL

Up to 40 Window Panes 
Summer Special!Summer Special!
Inside and Out     Outside only

$290$290 $220$220
#ACEPRPS764BP
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By Zack & Brooklyn Bolin, Facebook: 
Taste Budz, Instagram: tastebudz_spokane

Taste Budz Review: Prana Juice and Tea – Revisited

A while back, we wrote about Prana Juice 
and Tea; we are back to give it another shout 
out now that it is under new ownership.  

What we enjoyed: 
~Intuitive Smoothie Bowl 
~Creative Smoothie Bowl
~Matcha Latte
~Chai Latte
Alicia, the new owner, has kept all 

the wonderful things about the menu 
– smoothie bowls, juice cleanses, and 
assorted drinks – but has also intro-
duced some amazing, new options 
as well. These include yogurt bowls, 
soup, and even a toast bar where you 
can make your own slice. 

Back when we went the first time, 
I had the Creative Smoothie Bowl 
which is a blend of mango, lime, 
raspberries, agave, tajin, and milk. 

Zack had the Intuitive Smoothie Bowl and it 
was packed with blueberries, banana, cherry, 
peanut butter, yogurt, greens, vanilla colla-
gen, cardamom, cinnamon, and milk. For his 
toppings, he chose bananas, strawberries, and 
blueberries. I am happy to report that the com-
binations have stayed the same. Not only do 
the bowls come loaded with the perfect blend 
of sweet and unique ingredients, but you also 
get to add three toppings of your choice at no 
extra cost. These include options like grano-
la, hemp seeds, chia seeds, cocoa nibs, fresh 
fruits, honey, peanut butter, and chocolate 
sauce. You can also make your own bowl and 
even add protein powder for an awesome post-
workout snack. Any blend can be made into a 
smoothie bowl or drink. 

If you are trying to cut back on coffee but 
want to enjoy delicious lattes, then this is the 
spot for you. There are classic drinks like chai 
and matcha lattes, but if you are feeling funky 

then you can also mix things up with a Mint 
Chai Latte or MUD (MUD/WTR, maple syr-
up, milk) beverage. 

Alicia continues to focus on creating a space 
that brings healthy local ingredients and the 
Deer Park Community together. When it 
comes to small towns, businesses can, unfor-
tunately, come and go very quickly, but with 
people like Alicia stepping up and keeping 
these special spaces alive, the local commu-
nity can continue to thrive and we customers 
can have awesome and tasty places to check 
out. Next time you are in the area, don’t miss 
this spot! 

7 South Main St., Deer Park, pranadeerpark.
com.

Zack & Brooklyn are a married couple that 
love showcasing all the fun places to play 
and eat in the Inland Northwest. They cre-
ated Taste Budz to promote local businesses 
and expose people to the great restaurants all 
around them. Keep up with them to find your 
next culinary destination! 

  TITLE and ESCROW Services
            Serving Lincoln County Since 1890

Davenport, WA •  (509) 725-3161

Reopened under new ownership

A Better Way to Retire!
Local representative, free information

REVERSE MORTGAGE

Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, Inc., NMLS ID 1025894. ID Mortgage Broker/Lender License MBL-2081025894. 
WA Consumer Loan Company License CL-1025894. These materials are not from, or approved by HUD
or FHA. nmlsconsumeraccess.org #1567393496 Expires 01/2028

Larry Waters NMLS #400451
p 208.762.6887
lwaters@mutualmortgage.com
Serving Idaho and Washington

ADDY GRANGE #603
1376 Main St., Addy

1st Saturday of Each Month
$10/10 Games, 50/50, & Door Prizes

CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE
Doors Open at 5 pm ~ BINGO at 6 pm Sharp!

June 26-29

Leavenworth 
International  

Accordion 
Celebration

www.accordioncelebration.org

Visit www.accordioncelebration.org 
for concert Schedules, tickets and 

competition registration.
Brought to you by the Northwest Accordion Society
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We Can Spot the Newcomers a Mile Away
I am happy to announce 

that the lovely Michelle 
and I have become offi-
cial Inland Northwest resi-
dents. The “newcomer” 
tag has been retired.

One recent weekday 
morning, I was driving 

Michelle to work because I needed the car 
to run a few errands. Shortly after crossing a 
major thoroughfare, the right lane of the road 
we were on was ending, requiring us to merge 
into the left lane.

Just as I’d done dozens of times before on 
that street, I flipped on the left-turn signal and 
slowed slightly so our car would fit neatly be-
tween two cars in the left lane. The trailing car 
in the left lane also was politely slowing to let 
us in. But as I began to move left to merge, a 
white Mercedes A-Class sedan, license plate 
number – okay, it’s probably not appropriate 
to publish that, but we do have it – made an 
aggressive move around our left-rear bumper, 
obviously trying to cut us off.

Instinctively, I turned the wheel back to the 
right to avoid being hit by the Mercedes and 
braked hard to avoid running into the curb. 
Keeping a keen eye on both my rear and side 
mirrors, I noted that the Mercedes driver had 
backed off, and I was able to complete the 
merge.

Once safely in the single lane, I glanced back 
at the Mercedes driver in my rearview mir-
ror. She was flailing her arms in the air like 

one of those inflatable tube dancers that busi-
nesses use to catch your eye and beckon you 
to visit. She also was yelling, which I thought 
odd since there did not appear to be any pas-
sengers in her car and all the windows were 
rolled up.

Honestly, it was hysterical. Michelle craned 
her head so she could see the yelling inflatable 
tube woman, and we both started laughing. I 
think Michelle may have instinctively pointed 
at her while laughing which, in retrospect, 
probably wasn’t a good idea.

As we approached the next signal, the right 
lane opened back up and the Mercedes driver 
gunned her engine and swung into it. We both 
turned our heads to try to get a closer look at 
the driver, but the window tint was dark, well 
beyond the legal limit; it essentially was black. 
She pulled up to the red light and, without even 
slowing down, zoomed around the corner.

Maybe I should share that license plate num-
ber....

But it’s what happened next that stamped 
our passports as official residents of the Inland 
Northwest. Almost in unison, Michelle and I 
said, “Must be from California.”

Yes, in our new and final home, we have 
come to loathe what we once were. Although 
neither of us ever drove like that.

With that incident newly deposited in our 
memory banks, we awoke on Mother’s Day 
Eve to a picture-perfect sky and the most com-
fortable air temperature of the spring to date. 
We agreed that it would be fun to get out and 

do some exploring.
We unfolded our map of the International 

Selkirk Loop and decided to drive up the left 
(west) side of it, not quite into Canada. The 
route circles in a pear-shaped configuration, 
from Priest River, Idaho, to the Canadian 
town of Balfour, with the town of Crawford 
Bay providing a “stem” of the pear across 
Kootenay Lake. The eastern side of the loop 
meanders through several British Columbia 
communities before completing its path back 
to Priest River.

Our trip on this day, however, would be de-
voted exclusively to soaking in the scenery in 
Washington – and that scenery was abundant. 
The experience also proved to be educational 
in both expected and unexpected ways.

You can pick up the loop in Newport or via 
one of the loop’s “Super Side Trips” that runs 
east and then north, or south and then east, out 
of Colville.

In Newport, we missed the Pend Oreille 
County Historical Museum, but plan to circle 
back at some point, now that it has opened 
for the season. Perhaps we’ll do that on Labor 
Day weekend, when Newport hosts one of the 
most brilliantly named events we’ve ever en-
countered: Bob’s Car Show.

(Side note: At any coffee shop where the 
person taking the orders writes the customer’s 
name on a cup, I can reliably predict how my 
non-fat, no-foam latte is going to turn out. 
When I give them my name, I watch carefully 
as they write B-O-B on the cup. Once they’re 

by Bob Johnson

START HERE, TRANSFER THERE

S P O K A N E . E D U / N E X T

Be a Sasquatch
  Among Bulldogs

Community Colleges of Spokane of Spokane does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, sexual orientation, pregnancy and 
related conditions, or age in its programs, activities or employment. Marketing and 
Public Relations - 24-896 - May 2025 - AS

Liam Paddack’s story as a transfer student 
wasn’t traditional, but it is one with results that 

most kids dream of. The left-handed pitcher first 
enrolled at Spokane Falls Community College 

(SFCC) in 2022 with plans to transfer to a 
university where he could continue his career in 

athletics.  Being a student athlete at SFCC 
allowed him to create a solid routine and figure 

out what he really wanted out of his future. 

With his associate degree, Paddack transferred 
to Gonzaga University in 2024 where he 

continued his education and decided to pursue 
a bachelor's degree in Sports Management.
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finished, I say to them, “Oh, you spelled it 
backwards.” If they laugh or at least smile and 
shake their head, I know my latte is going to 
turn out just fine. If they look at me with a 
bewildered expression, I know I could be in 
trouble.)

Continuing north, we entered Cusick, which 
we learned was once home to the Diamond 
Match Company. The company used the Pend 
Oreille River to transport timber and erected 
a series of pilings to help sort, organize and 
guide the logs. Today, the pilings might be 
considered an eyesore – until one spots their 
first eagle or osprey, which have claimed the 
pilings as their own.

Incidentally, the nearby Kalispel Casino 
hosts an annual car show during the summer 
months. Wonder if Bob knows about this?

After arriving in Tiger, where we intersect-
ed with the road that connects Colville to the 
loop, we continued through Ione and noticed a 
rest stop ahead.

“Anyone gotta go?” I asked and, hearing no 
reply, we drove by, but took note of the rest 
stop name: Sweet Creek Rest Area. Michelle 
did some Googling and learned that the stop 
also serves as the trailhead for three hiking 
trails, including one considered “the easiest in 
the state of Washington.” That sounded right 
up our alley, so we made a mental note to 
check it out on our return drive.

Approaching the Canadian border and near-
ing the end of our northward trek, we decided 
to see if we could find something to eat in 
Metaline Falls. After passing a couple of res-

taurants that were either closed for good or 
closed for the season, we spotted an “Open” 
sign in a window of the Historic Washington 
Hotel.

We ventured in-
side and were met 
by Chef Frank who 
recommended we try 
his take on a stuffed 
baked potato which 
he calls “The Vol-
cano.”

Although short in 
comparison to Mount 
St. Helens, “The 
Volcano” (pictured) 
stood tall on the plate. 
Chef Frank takes a gi-
ant potato – of which 
there is no shortage 
in Idaho or Oregon, 
America’s top two 
potato producers – and stuffs it with butter, 
sour cream and chives. He then wraps it with 
bacon strips before baking. Once baked, the 
potato receives a slathering of melted cheese, 
simulating the lava flow of a real volcano.

We asked Chef Frank if he could estimate 
the calorie count of this titan of tuberous veg-
etables, but he just rolled his eyes.

Our appetites sated, we figured we could use 
a hike and returned to the rest stop, home to 
the Sweet Creek Falls Interpretive Trail.

We opted to take the middle trail and, af-
ter viewing the falls from an observation area, 

were surprised to encounter twin warning 
signs about what lay ahead. Perhaps unwise-
ly, we bravely soldiered on. While walking 

over a slightly rick-
ety bridge, we gazed 
down at the base of 
the falls, where visi-
tors were getting a 
close-up look at the 
fast-moving water.

Then we noticed 
three small children 
climbing up a rather 
steep slope as the 
adults accompany-
ing them, beer cans 
in hand, chatted 
amongst themselves. 
If one of those chil-
dren slipped, a poten-
tial encounter with a 
sharp rock awaited. 

Yet the adults partied on, seemingly oblivious 
to the obvious danger.

Michelle and I looked at each other and, as 
official Inland Northwest residents, knew ex-
actly what the other was thinking about those 
adults.

Bob Johnson is the author of the sports bi-
ography, “Mr. 900: The Glenn Allison Story,” 
and recipient of 95 national writing awards. 
Now a resident of North Idaho, he and his 
family enjoy exploring the Inland Northwest, 
and Johnson is sharing his observations with 
Huckleberry Press readers.

 

 

Proudly Selling Rodda Paints 

Haney Lumber & Supply Inc 
1101 North Highway, 
Colville, WA 99114 
(509) 684-2150 

Ice, Dvd’s, ATM, Beer, Wine, Spirits  
& Groceries, Hunting & Fishing  
Supplies. Hunters Market: the  

friendliest store with the biggest 
smiles in Eastern Washington!

Taxidermists and Wildlife Artists
“Bringing your trophies to life...”

509-721-0383 509-641-0662

New Partner: Lanica Hodge  ~  509-339-3225
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HUCKLEBERRY COUNTRY SUDOKU!
Sudoku 
Puzzle 

Instructions:

Each Sudoku has a 
unique solution that 
can be reached logi-
cally without guessing. 

Enter digits from 1 to 9 
into the blank spaces. 

Every row must contain 
one of each digit – so 
must every column, as 
must every 3x3 square.  

Puzzle difficulty level is 
“Medium.”  Good luck!

SUDOKU 
SOLUTION:

Below is the Solution to 

This Week’s
Puzzle 

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

Daily Sudoku: Wed 28-May-2025

(c
) D

ai
ly 

Su
do

ku
 L

td
 2

02
5.

  A
ll r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

8 7 2
6 1 7 4 8

5
2 8

5 3 6 1
1 5

6
5 8 1 4 2

3 1 5

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

mediumDaily Sudoku: Wed 28-May-2025

(c
) D

ai
ly 

Su
do

ku
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td
 2

02
5.

  A
ll r

ig
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s 
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se
rv
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.

8 5 4 7 6 9 2 3 1
9 6 2 5 1 3 7 4 8
1 3 7 4 2 8 5 6 9
6 2 9 1 5 4 3 8 7
4 7 5 3 8 6 1 9 2
3 1 8 9 7 2 4 5 6
7 9 6 2 3 5 8 1 4
5 8 1 6 4 7 9 2 3
2 4 3 8 9 1 6 7 5

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

Daily Sudoku: Wed 28-May-2025

(c) Daily Sudoku Ltd 2025.  All rights reserved.

872
61748

5
28

5361
15

6
58142

315

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

medium Daily Sudoku: Wed 28-May-2025

(c) Daily Sudoku Ltd 2025.  All rights reserved.

854769231
962513748
137428569
629154387
475386192
318972456
796235814
581647923
243891675

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

Get Musical

V J R L N K D S G S S G L P X M A N D O L I N H J

H C R R S Q P R W A S H B O A R D U R S W D C V E

J F Q T M Y O E X T N W X H V G V D J U B N N E L

O E L D D I F M E L O D I C A N O I D R O C C A Y

R W E Z C O S S A B M I C Y C H N G P I C C O L O

G W N T R O M B O N E E Y Y T S Y A S A B A C I N

A E O X A Q O Y S G T E N I R A L C O F Z M P Y R

N H H Q V F L A D Z D E P P K D N N P Z P A R W O

F B P J D Q S L A B M Y C A H U A Z V F Q Y Y L H

L G O G U I T A R E K Q H E Q I U Y S W L T L L L

U A L M T U P J N N L S C M P J U D A N B R X E E

T O L U B W E O U Y D K A C I N O M R A H E E B G

E H A O C A H N K D E E R E C O R D E R U C F W U

I U T G W P R C I L N X B S Y S U L H A O E I O L

Y G E B O H I D P R Y G I A O B O E C D L L F C F

Y G M X A T B H O L U T B Y N I O B N J L G I F A

C D A M S Z O M O X A O A A C J R A O Q E U T O R

K S L N W N O P D R J C B X G H O U C V C B E O J

N O I M E R H O R R A A X M W P I G S L J Q N Z N

A A V G C O H E K R S J H J A E I M Z N X S R A I

R Z U Z N N H T A A B Q S W F T M P E H A U O K L

L Y J E L T R M Q C B J E T Z T S F E S C B C G O

L C T V I Z H T Y N L L I N O O S S A B H N I H I

E I E Z T D I D G E R I D O O U K U L E L E O C V

B E H A R P S I C H O R D R P K E S K A H X W C T

5/28/25, 9:35 AM Get Musical - Word Search Labs

https://wordsearchlabs.com/view/948663 1/2

Get MusicalGet Musical

Accordion 
Bagpipe 
Banjo
Bansuri 
Bassoon 
Bazooka
Bell 
Bombard 
Bugle
Cabasa 

Cello 
Chimes
Cimbasso 
Clarinet 
Conch
Concheras 
Cornet 
Cowbell
Cromorne 
Cymbals 

Didgeridoo
Fiddle 
Fife 
Flugelhorn
Flute 
Gaohu 
Guitar
Harmonica 
Harpsichord 
Heckelphone

Kazoo 
Mandolin 
Maraca
Melodica 
Metallophone 
Oboe
Organ 
Piano 
Piccolo
Rainstick 

Recorder 
Saxophone
Sitar 
Tambourine 
Trombone
Ukulele 
Violin 
Washboard
Xylophone 
Zither

Machines, Fabric, Classes & Inspiration

16002 E Broadway Ave Spokane Valley, WA 99037

quiltingbeespokane.com
(509) 928-6037

Monday & Friday: 10am-8pm
Tuesday-�ursday: 10am-6pm

Saturday: 10am-5pm
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Why did the student eat his homework? Because the teacher said 
it was a piece of cake.

How do you know if someone’s a grad student? Don’t worry, 
they’ll tell you.

What did the student say when he graduated? “Finally! Now I 
can start making cents!”

What’s the difference between a graduation cap and a hat? One 
has class.

Why did the graduates take a nap during the ceremony? They 
needed to dream big.

What did the teacher say to the graduating student who was 
also a great cook? “You’re not just a smart cookie, you’re 
a graduated one.”

A guy goes door to door looking for work. One homeowner 
hands him a brush and a can of paint and offers him $150 to 
paint his porch. A few hours later, the guy comes back to the 
homeowner and says, “I’m finished. But you should know that 
your car’s a Ferrari, not a Porsche.”

What’s a groundbreaking Father’s Day gift to give to your dad? 
A shovel.

Why did the dad bring a ladder to the bar on Father’s Day? 
Because he heard the drinks were on the house.

Why did the dad get an extra pair of golf pants for Father’s 
Day? He got a hole-in-one.

What did the grape say to his dad on Father’s Day? Thanks for 
raisin me right.

What do you call it when Dad falls asleep during his Father’s 
Day movie? A pop-corn nap.

Why did Dad high-five himself on Father’s Day? Because no one 
appreciates his jokes quite like he does!

Did you hear about the insect who received his gift weeks after 
Father’s Day? It was bee-lated.

How does Darth Vader like his toast cooked on Father’s Day? 
On the dark side. 

Why didn’t the rude cow eat all the food on Father’s Day? 
Because he was being a beef jerky.

How did the dad and his kids watch the fishing show on 
Father’s Day? They live streamed it.

What did the baby computer say to its dad on Father’s Day? 
“Happy Father’s Day, Data.”

How did the celebrity dad keep his cool on Father’s Day? He 
had many fans.

One day Max went to see Carl. Carl had a big swollen nose. 
“Whoa, what happened, Carl?” Max asked. “I sniffed a brose,” 
Carl replied. “What?” Max said. “There’s no ‘b’ in rose.” Carl 
replied, “There was in this one!”

What does the pig give his dad for Father’s Day? Lots of hogs 
and kisses.

Why don’t they have Father’s Day sales? Because fathers are 
priceless. 

What do you call a person who is not a dad but makes dad 
jokes? A Faux Pa.

What did the cheerleader bring her dad for breakfast on 
Father’s Day? Cheerios.

What’s the best thing a new dad can get for Father’s Day? A 
long nap. 

Why do sons love Father’s Day so much? Because it’s always on 
Son-day. 

Where did the cow family go on Father’s Day? The moo-vies. 
A businessman went into the office and found an inexperienced 

handyman painting the walls. The handyman was wearing 
two heavy parkas on a hot summer day. Thinking this was a 
little strange, the businessman asked the handyman why he was 
wearing the parkas on such a hot day.  The handyman showed 
him the instructions on the can of paint. They read: “For best 
results, put on two coats.”

Why did the bean children give their dad a sweater for Father’s 
Day? He was chili. 

What did the beach say to the tide as it came back in? “Long 
time no sea.”

Which animal likes to play baseball? A bat.
How do you know that the ocean is friendly? “Because it waves.”
What is the favorite summer food for ghosts? I scream.
Which is the favorite picnic spot of the sharks? Finland.
Where do the sheep go for vacation? The Baaaa-hamas.
What do the mermaids use to call their friends? Shell phones.
What do the detectives find on a beach? Something fishy.
How can you differentiate between a piano and a fish? You can 

tune a piano, but you cannot tuna fish.
What would you pay for spending a day on the beach? Sand 

dollars.
Which sandwich would you get on a beach? Peanut butter with 

some jellyfish.
Which is the favorite vacation spot for the math teachers? 

Times Square.
A cruise ship passes by a remote island, and all the passengers 

see a bearded man running around and waving his arms 
wildly. “Captain,” one passenger asks, “who is that man over 
there?” “I have no idea,” the captain says, “but he goes nuts every 
year when we pass him.”

Berry FunniesBerry Funnies
Jokes curated from the Internet and books, and created by Thea Cruden

Jerry King cartoon printed with permission. www.jerryking.com
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I Huckleberry
country!

Looking for Experienced Painters & 
Crew Leaders with the following skills:

• Verifiable paid experience in a painting 
environment

• Residential or commercial experience
• Log home refinishing, staining, chinking
• Strong experience of spraying, rolling, 

and brush work
• Understanding of technology- iPad, 

tablets, smart phones
• Ability to read and understand written 

work orders
• Ability to follow Crew Lead direction or 

lead others
Huge plus for the following:

• Stain experience
• Fine finish experience
• Knowledge of safety standards
• Lift experience - Boom and Scissor Lifts
• Strong knowledge of painting equipment
• Bilingual

Where We Work:
• Spokane County
• Stevens County
• Pend Orielle County
• Ferry County
• Lincoln County
• Whitman County
• Bonner County

Why We Are Different:
• Competitive Pay: Earn between $17 

and $35 per hour, depending on posi-
tion and experience.

• Benefits: Health benefit, 401k with 
company match, sick leave, vacation 
pay, and paid overtime for those extra 
efforts.

• Career Development: With positions 
ranging from Apprentice to Crew 
Leader and Log Home Refinishers we 
offer a clear path for progression.

• Culture of Excellence: We are looking 
for honest, hard working individuals 
with a professional demeanor, excel-
lent communication skills, and a team 
attitude.

Leader Perks:
• Crew Leaders enjoy a bonus program 

and Lead Painters may be assigned a 
company vehicle.

Application Process:
• Call 509-290-2665 or email office@

chewelahpainting.com for a job appli-
cation and to arrange an interview.

Barber or
Hair Stylist
in Colville
509-675-3791 

for details

LOG CABINS REPAIRED & REFINISHED 
Cob blasting, pressure wash, chinking, 

stains, sealers, interior & exterior. Soda blast, 
sand blast, all coatings removal. Complete 
drywall & painting. Remote site specialty. 

Family run since 1975. Brad & Nancy Fires-
tone. 509-684-8764 or 509-680-1188. Contr. 
Lic. FIRESD210C1. Find us on FACEBOOK 

at: 
Lone Pine Log Home Restoration

ALWAYS CHOW CHOWS. Usually suitable 
for office, home, travel, and some wooly 
yarns. Call 509-936-2500 text 509-723-7199.

YEAR-ROUND FULL HOOKUP RV SITES avail-
able in a quiet & wooded area 2 miles from Lake 
Spokane Campground. Please call 509-230-
2087/509-919-7858 for info/booking.

THE VEGAN LIBERTARIAN BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY: Helping People and Animals With-
out Government Force. Info: www.theveganlib-
ertarianbenevolentsociety.com or VLBS, P.O. 
Box 950, Spokane, WA  99210

CHRISTIAN LIFE COACH 
Specializing in emotional healing. My primary 
tool is something called EFT (Emotional Free-
dom Techniques), also called “tapping”. It can 
help with stress, anxiety, phobias and more, 
without drugs. Call 509-343-9630 or visit web-
site: https://isaiah613ministry.com.

WANTED
Custom black wheels for 2015 Ford Explorer. 
Also, sway bar bracket for 99 ford F-250 4x4 pas-
senger front, welded to front end. 99 thru 2004 will 
work. Cyrus 509-978-8082.

FOR SALE: Mathews Creed Bow LH/70# full 
hunting setup with case, sling, arrows, $500. Mer-
cury 8HP 2-stroke, $450. JP 503-894-0066. 

OLD A&W MUGS for sale, $53. 509-483-9240. 

1 Year 
Subscription

$32

www.katzrealtyinc.com 
Whether you’re buying or selling, 

we’re here for you! 

Members of the Northwest MLS, the Spokane MLS and the Commercial Brokers Association 

 

The Ole’ Slim’s Tavern in Lind! 
New Roof, all fixtures and equip-
ment go with the sale. Lots of stor-
age & room for a rental. Lots of 
potential with this historic bldng! 
Asking Price: $136,000 
Rick Sawyer 509-660-0610 

Harrington Auto Repair/Parts Store 
and Hardware Store. Long standing 
business with strong customer base. 
Almost everything goes with this 
turn-key investment! 
Asking Price: $589,900 
Cassandra Becker 509-768-0482 

Wonderful property on 5.2 park like acres! Located just 15 min. 
north of Davenport & a few miles from Lake Roosevelt boat 
launch & beach sits this 2 bed, 1 bath home! Easy access off 
paved road, large 30X40 shop, fenced garden area, multiple stor-
age sheds, RV parking & hookups & plenty of room to play! 
Asking Price: $395,000 
Patrick Katz 509-721-0626 

Multiple 20 acre parcels available with good access and just 1.5 
hours from Spokane & 10 minutes from Lake Roosevelt! These 
lightly timbered lots offer a perfect setting for your dream home. 
Power is easily accessible. A wonderful place to camp or live! 
Asking Price: $135,900 
Hunter Sanderlin 509-977-1305 

   Proud member of the Commercial Brokers Association! 

Complete yard care outfit. 
Includes 6.4 Hemi Dodge 

Ram long bed pickup, trailer 
and all necessary equipment. 
Call Jason at 509-991-6869

Ranked one of the BEST 
2nd hand stores in the 

Tri-County area! 

509-684-3967

“THE OLD SCHOOL COOL STORE”
ARDEN 2ND HAND

Open 10-5 Monday-Saturday
635 Highway 395 South

Newly acquired, very large,
beautiful Spokane estate!

Must see to believe!
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to the boat basin to go swimming, Lorna packed her kid siblings and 
me into the little Toyota truck and doubled the speed limit driving us 
there. 

Like many of us, Lorna had been taught that instead of slowing down 
through a curve, it’s actually helpful to speed up. The part of that wis-
dom that she missed was that you should not speed up heading into the 
curve, but only exiting the curve, and 
only with a slight acceleration. There 
was one big ol’ curve on the way to the 
boat basin, with deep ravines along the 
sides. Every time we approached the 
curve, already at a speed higher than 
posted, Lorna would instruct her pas-
sengers, “Hold on! I need to speed up 
for the curve!” It was exhilarating, but I 
honestly don’t know how we survived. 
Especially since this was several years 
before the 1986 seat belt law went into 
effect in Washington and no one I knew 
considered fastening their seat belt. 
(Not to mention there were no adults to 
supervise the swimming, either.)

So, I didn’t try to drive a shift again 
until I was 17. I have had a lot of bad 
luck with cars. After I managed to to-
tal my first car, an AMC Hornet, my 
brother-in-law, who had a side-gig buy-
ing and repairing cars, offered to sell 
me a 1969 Barracuda with a manual 
transmission. Never mind I hadn’t 
driven a stick shift since the hay field. 
It was a Friday night, and my friend 
and I had places to go. Here was the 
dilemma: my friend knew how to drive 
a stick shift but didn’t have a license. 
I had a license, but had never made it 
past first gear (not to be confused with 
first base).

Yet, where there’s a will, there’s a 
way. My friend assured me he could 
get us from point A to point B from the 
passenger seat. While my friend instructed me when to push in the 
clutch and when to push on the gas, he shifted the gears. Teamwork at 
its best! We survived that night with no accidents or police. To this day, 
I wonder why we thought that kind of teamwork was a smarter choice 
than just letting the one without a driver’s license take the driver’s seat. 
I eventually was in an accident with the Barracuda, and my parents in-
sisted I would be safer on one of those motor-scooters with maximum 
speed of 45 mph. 

Oh, the good ol’ days. And these times they are a-changin’!
Did you know driver’s ed isn’t a class in high school anymore? I 

didn’t know this until two years ago when my kid started high school 
and I asked her about when she would have driver’s ed for a class. 
Turns out, by 2002, all funding for driver’s education in public high 
schools in Washington was removed.  

How could that be? Not only was driver’s ed the most highly antici-
pated class in high school, in the ‘80s you could go to Saturday morn-
ing driver’s ed when you were still a ninth grader in junior high school. 
I had a fall birthday, so if I wanted to finish driver’s ed in time to get 
my license on the day I turned 16, I had to take early morning Saturday 
classes. 

The only thing I remember about Saturday morning driver’s ed was 
that the Greenacres Junior High kids were heavy partiers because they 
were always so hung over in class, they were green in the gills. The 
three of us from North Pines Junior High were bummed we had missed 
out on the previous night’s fun. Oh, and the simulator. How could I for-
get the simulator? Way before driving video games, we had the driving 
simulators in driver’s ed. We thought we were so high tech!

And who would be brave enough to teach driver’s ed? I know they 
have a brake on their side of the car for driving practice, but that sounds 
terrifying to me. My former high school teacher and local author, Steve 
Lalonde, tells me his father was one of the first driver’s ed teachers in 
Washington State in the mid-‘60s, when Steve was a teenager. 

Steve’s family lived in Washtucna, also wheat farming country, so 
his dad’s driving students came to class with a mix of driving experi-

ence. How did he handle this mix? According to Steve, “He came up 
with solutions to meet the needs of all of us, including an obstacle 
course on an abandoned section of road. The most experienced of us 
began timing through the course to see how fast we could do it. When 
we got that down, we began backing through the course. He used to 
put a dollar bill on the ground (a dollar was worth more in the ‘60s), 
and if a student could drive up to and stop on the bill, so he couldn’t 

touch it, they got to keep it. Several ac-
complished that.” 

I barely passed the backing around a 
corner part of my driving test.

At the time of this writing, my daugh-
ter is 15, just days before her 16th birth-
day. Up until recently, she had shown 
no interest in driving, which surprised 
me and didn’t surprise me. It surprised 
me because, how can you not want to 
drive as soon as legally (or illegally) 
possible? It didn’t surprise me because 
I have heard many reports about trends 
of young people these days. They are 
a different breed from us. Many of the 
behaviors we older generations deemed 
as normal for teenagers are no longer 
the norm. This includes the eagerness 
to get a driver’s license. Only about 
25% of 16-year-olds have a driver’s li-
cense these days.

On the one hand, given my history 
of bad luck with cars, I was quite okay 
with my daughter’s ambivalence about 
driving. But, as she gets more active, 
needing more and more rides from 
mom, I’m warming up to the idea of her 
driving. So, when she recently asked if 
she could register for online driver’s 
education classes, I checked our sav-
ings account to make sure it wouldn’t 
bankrupt us, took a deep breath, and 
said “yes.” 

Her first day of online classes is two 
days before her 16th birthday, so the title 

“Sweet 16 and Never Been to Driver’s Ed” is a bit of a fib. But close 
enough. Meanwhile, I’m grappling with the idea of online driver’s ed 
classes, when we thought we were cool because we had simulators. 
Imagine how they can learn to drive with today’s technology! Will I 
get her behind the wheel in the driver’s seat for her first-ever practice 
drive before she turns 16? We don’t live in the country, so, to be deter-
mined....

Amy McGarry grew up in Spokane Valley, Washington. After a 20 
year hiatus, she moved back to Spokane Valley where she lives with 
her husband, daughter and two cats. She is the author of I am Farang: 
Adventures of a Peace Corps Volunteer in Thailand, available on Ama-
zon.com, Auntie’s Bookstore, and Barnes and Noble. 

...continued from page 1

Place an ad in the 
Huckleberry Press!

CLASSIFIED ADS:
20 words = $14 
for A MONTH!

Picture = $7
Bold line = $3

Shaded box = $3
Call 844-344-8344 
huckleberrypress.com

Me with my Barracuda in 1986. I’d like to think it was ‘68, 
because that’s the year I was born. But it’s more likely a ‘69.

Driver’s education students using driving simulators.

Craft Show • Car show
Poker ride • Parade
3-on-3 Basketball
Activities for Kids

Entertainment 
Food Truck 
Round Up

More Information and Registration: 

ReardanMuleDays.comReardanMuleDays.com  

121st Annual
Reardan

Mule Days
June 7TH

NEWNEW!!
Cornhole 

Tourney 
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Their success is your success.
Small towns have career opportunities young people should be 
considering. Your support and mentorship can deepen their sense 
of community and inspire them to pursue their dream. You can help 
shape their future. The future of your town depends on it.

We’re here to help. LaunchNW provides access to resources to 
make education possible. 

Future me is in

Your future workforce is already 
in town. With your support, the 
young people who already live
here can one day work here.

of jobs in Washington State 
will require education beyond 

high school.

Is there a high school student in your 
life? Learn more about the educational 

resources available at

                        Her dream + your support = your workforce

LaunchNW.org

Technology


