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Celebrating the Patron Saint of Ireland

@ With a last name like Mc-

| Garry, it makes sense that
I have always embraced
all things Irish. As a child,
though I didn’t know why, I
| wished my name was Bridg-
it. That was long before I
learned that was my father’s
grandmother’s name. Of course U2 was my fa-
vorite 80s band. In fact, I was so interested in
my Irish heritage, for a time I majored in Irish
Studies with plans to transfer to Trinity College
in Dublin. I learned all about ancient Ireland’s
Celtic roots and the mystical Druids. I learned
about the potato famine and struggles under
British rule. I even attempted to learn Gaelic,
the ancient language of Ireland. All I remember
from that is slante (pronounced “slawn-che”)
means “health” in Irish; it’s the standard way to
toast when clinking glasses in an Irish pub, simi-
lar to “Cheers!” in English.

My path took a different turn, and I never ful-
filled my dream to study in Ireland. I never even
traveled there for a visit.

While I was living in Thailand serving in the
Peace Corps, my family got the great idea to take

by Amy McGarry

a family trip to Ireland. It was my dream trip and
I didn’t get to go. I'm not bitter. Ok. Maybe a lit-
tle. I have had the great fortune to travel to over
20 different countries, and yet I still have not
been to Ireland. I came close one time. I went to
visit a friend who lived in the north of England.
I asked my friend if we could make a quick trip
over to Ireland, since we were so close. For some
reason, he pooh-poohed that idea. But as he lived
within driving distance to Edinburgh, Scotland,
and was a native Scotsman, we drove there on
one of our castle-hopping day trips.

Of course, my Irish studies included the is-
land’s transition to Christianity with the help of
St. Patrick. That’s when I realized that St. Pat-
rick’s Day is celebrated by millions, and many
don’t even know they’re celebrating. I certainly
didn’t. The beauty of St. Patrick’s Day is that it
has become a global celebration of Irish culture
regardless of its origins. While these days we as-
sociate parades, pub crawls, and green beer with
St. Patrick’s Day, the holiday began as a religious
observance, commemorating St. Patrick, the pa-
tron saint of Ireland.

The Life of St. Patrick
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To understand the history of St. Patrick’s Day,
we must first learn about the man himself: St.
Patrick, whose life and legacy have greatly
shaped the holiday. St. Patrick was born in the
late 4™ century in Britain, in what is now known
as Scotland. His birth name was likely Maewyn
Succat, but he is better known by the name Pat-
rick, which he adopted later in life when he be-
came a bishop.

At the age of sixteen, Patrick was captured by
Irish raiders and taken to Ireland as a slave. Dur-
ing his six years in captivity, Patrick worked as
a shepherd, which helped deepen his faith. After
escaping from slavery and returning to Britain,
Patrick became a Christian missionary and later
decided to return to Ireland to spread Christian-
ity to the Irish people.

St. Patrick’s mission in Ireland was a turning
point in the country’s history. He is credited with
converting many Irish people to Christianity,
establishing churches, and playing a significant
role in the Christianization of Ireland. He is also
associated with using the three-leafed shamrock
to explain the concept of the Holy Trinity (Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit) to the Irish people,

Continued on page 11...
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New Metal Business Opens in Clayton

A new, locally owned metal roll-forming busi-
ness has opened in Clayton, WA. Alpine Metal is
a family-owned business that aims to be the go-to
place for “all your metal roof and siding needs.”
Paul Burkholder, his father Joel, and his brother
Joshua are co-owners of Alpine Metal, creating
a different kind of business model for how metal
roofing and siding products are sold. Together,
with their family friend Lauren, they promise the
best service possible. Plus free coffee!

Paul, his father, and his brother share in all of the tasks of the busi-
ness. Each of them know how to do every task, without set roles or
titles. They say they love working together as a team to give cus-
tomers the best experience possible and pride themselves on their

by Robin Milligan

from their customers about which projects they are working on and
how they do what they do, so their company can provide better ser-
vice and products to those customers.

According to Paul, metal roofing is one of the best choices for
longevity, durability, and energy efficiency, although it usually has
a higher up-front cost. However, since Alpine Metal sells directly
to the customer, the savings from cutting out a distributor is passed
on to the customer.

Paul spoke readily about the benefits of the product, highlighting
how metal is excellent in high wind, snow, ice, rain, and hail, and
1s resistant to fire and rot, unlike most of the other materials avail-
able for roofing. Because it reflects solar heat, metal roofing reduces
the demand for cooling. Metal is also a lightweight choice, is easy
to retrofit on existing structures, and is considered more sustain-

.

.
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real-world approach to sales and service. Talking to customers,
finding new and better ways of doing things, finding new products
to fill customer needs, innovations, and ways of making the sales
experience as painless as possible.

Paul (pictured) says that his dad, Joel, likes to think outside of
the box and he loves to talk to people. The Burkholder’s like to hear
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able because metal is recyclable
and needs minimal maintenance
once installed.

“Metal roofing, siding, trim,
custom trims for all your needs,
underlayment, fasteners, screws,
vent boots, caulk...” Paul said.
“We offer a comprehensive list of
everything you’ll need for your
project.”

They offer 20 colors and a few
different styles of metal panels.
They even have panels that hide
the fasteners for a more seamless
look. Looking forward to new
and exciting ways to improve and
grow with their community, they
hope to continue to innovate in
their craft.

Alpine Metal says they support
local contractors and builders
and enjoy making connections
and promoting and recommend-

- ing other local businesses. They
also work directly with the public, which is something they say sets
them apart from many other metal manufacturers. You do not need
to be a retailer or contractor to buy from Alpine Metal. In fact, they
really enjoy selling directly to the customers who will be living with
the product. When you make an order with this company, they are
there for every step of the process. With experience and enthusi-
asm, these guys take the time to configure the materials to fit your
vision. They’ll help you figure out the design and layout of your
project, fabricate your custom pieces, and even walk you through

Tools
HANEY .::
Expert Advice

| Lumber & Supply Inc.

1101 N. Hwy 395, Colville
Last stoplight north of town
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Davenport (SUD/MH) 509-725-3001 or 888-725-3001
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the process of how it is installed so you can do it yourself if you’d
rather not hire a contractor. They’ll gladly teach you how to use the
materials and fasteners too. Paul said that they value their ability
to help people and make a big decision as easy as possible for the
customer. They believe that the buying process should be smooth
and enjoyable.

“You don’t need to shop around, come see us, we’re not just an-
other company, we’re your neighbors. We’re here to be friends,”
Paul said.

The Burkholder’s moved to the area almost three years ago from
south of Olympia and bought property. They enjoy the atmosphere
in south Steven’s County as much as the people. With experience
in construction and building, they had friends who did this kind of
work and saw an opportunity to start a business doing something a
bit differently.

Paul says he really enjoys “the down to earth, common-sense peo-
ple in the area. He says Stevens County is pleasant to work with and
there is a lot less red tape than where they were before. He loves
doing business here. They like Clayton and wanted to solidly serve

NEW W8 Health
W W W% BEST CARE WHEREVER YOU ARE!

Caring for you,and your family
for, generations!

At NEW Health, we provide care that fits your life. Our
dedicated team is here for every stage of your health
journey, ensuring you get the quality care you deserve.

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT,
TODAY!

;'Ftesy Alpine Metals

Stevens County and the greater Spokane area.

“Our number one goal is to offer fast and excellent service. We
will make your order the same day or the next day, whenever pos-
sible. You don’t need to wait a week for your order, we’ll get it done
fast and do the job right. We want to honor God with our business,”
Paul said.

Although they are already working and open to the public now,
Alpine Metal will be having an official grand opening in the
spring. Alpine Metal is located at 4436 Williams Valley Road, Clay-
ton, WA 99110 and is open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday and can
be reached at 509-345-1171 or sales@Alpinemetal.us.

Robin Milligan is an artist and entrepreneur living in Spokane,
WA. She curates art shows, runs an IT company, and teaches ce-
ramics and painting from her home studio. When not working,
Robin spends her time with her three children exploring nature,
rockhounding, making art, and swimming.

AUCTION NORTHWEST, LLC

Auction begins March 7
and closes March 12

Register Here:
auctionnorthwestllc.hibid.com/auctions

MISC EQUIPMENT,
VEHICLES & MORE!

3156 N. Beck Rd., Hauser, ID
208-994-6003 | auction-nw.com
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Taste Budz Review: Five North Coffee + Gifts

By Zack & Brooklyn Bolin, Facebook:
Taste Budz, Instagram: tastebudz_spokane

Zack and I decided to have a little morn-
ing date recently and stopped into Five North

Coffee & Gifts in Deer Park.
What we snacked on:
~Veggie Breakfast Burrito
~Chorizo Breakfast Burrito
~Keto Sweetie Donut
~Brownie
~Latte
~Americano

Sticking with tradition, I ordered the veg-

gie breakfast burrito, and Zack or-
dered the chorizo. All of their food
and treats are sourced from differ-
ent local businesses. The breakfast
burritos were from Thomas Ham-
mer. The tortillas were perfectly
flaky and packed just right so that
they didn’t fall apart when you ate
them — a pet peeve for both Zack
and me.

I have been DYING to try Keto
Sweetie’s baked goods and I was
pleasantly surprised that they car-
ried their products. Keto Sweetie
makes baked goods without any
dairy, gluten, seed oil, and soy,

and that are low carb. I got the chocolate do-

Up to 40 Pane #:
Spring Special!

nut and it was delicious! It liter-
ally melted in my mouth and had
an excellent fudgy flavor.

Zack was happy to try my do-
nut, but he was craving the real
deal with his sweet treat, so he or-
dered the chocolate chip brownie
(sourced from a Spokane bakery).
I did steal a little bite and, oh
my goodness was it rich, choco-
latey, and absolutely divine. Zack
scarfed it down in a matter of sec-
onds.

You can’t have a morning date
without coffee. I got a sugar-free
caramel latte and they used a spe-
cial caramel drizzle sauce that
didn’t taste artificial or overly
sweet. It was superb. Zack ordered
an Americano with chocolate and
cream. They serve Thomas Ham-
mer coffee as well, which is one
of my favorites. The roast was

strong and full flavored.

Onto the ambiance: the interior is very cozy for someone, we will be stopping here.
and they offer free WIFI if you want to sitand ~ Not only do they have local goodies, awe-
get work done. The middle-to-back part of the some gifts, and strong coffee, but the custom-
cafe is a gift shop that truly has something for er service is excellent. The woman who took
everyone. It reminded me of Boo Radley’s (in  our order brought all out food and drinks out
Spokane) merged with a boutique gift shop. to us so that we could just walk around and
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There were crystals, children’s toys, dirty shop.

Next time you are out with a friend
or just need a little “me” time, make
sure to check out this spot. Plus, it
is located right on Main Street and
you can explore all the other won-
derful Deer Park shops.

509-890-5325, 5 N Main St., Deer
Park, WA 99006.

Zack & Brooklyn are a married
couple that love showcasing all the
fun places to play and eat in the In-
land Northwest. They created Taste
Budz to promote local businesses
and expose people to the great res-
taurants all around them. Keep up
with them to find your next culinary

METAE
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Metal Manufacturer
with Direct Pricing
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4436 Williams Valley Rd., Clayton
509-345-1171

We Offer Same Day Service

WE ARE OPEN NOW!
5 miles north of Deer Park along Hwy 395

FREE 2024 TAX FILING

January 29, 2025-April 15, 2025
RISE Network has partnered with the Washington State Department of Revenue to offer free

simple tax preparation and filing services.* Assistance with Washington’s Working Families Tax
Credit (WFTC) application included for those eligible. For more information visit: WFTC.WA.GOV.
Appointments will include meeting with a tax preparer, signing Form 8879 authorizing electronic
filing, and receiving a copy of your return. Qualifying returns will be filed electronically.

By Appointment Only. No Walk-Ins allowed.
Bring with you: Social Security Cards and/or ITIN numbers; Gov't issued ID’s; 2024 return paperwork.
Appointments available in Republic, lone, Colville, and Deer Park

For More Information visit: risenetworkinc.org

\ﬂ"t Colville Office: 347 W 2nd Avenue, Suite B, 509-675-0002 i
'RisE NETWORK Republic Office: 147 N Clark Avenue, Suite 3, 509-640-8321 = Washingon Stoie

*Free preparation is only for simple returns. Other return types may incur a fee. Call for more information.
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Laughter Really Is the Best Medicine

Laughter Really Is the
Best Medicine

By Bob Johnson

As a savvy kid, I always
knew when the latest edi-
tion of Reader’s Digest
had arrived in the mail
because Dad would come
sashaying into the kitchen and offhandedly
say something like, “My, that bowl certainly
has a plethora of vegetables in it.”

Reader’s Digest was the world’s most
widely circulated magazine at the time,
and among its numerous departments was
one called, “It Pays to Increase Your Word
Power,” which at some point was rebranded
simply to “Word Power,” apparently a nod to
readers’ ever-shortening attention spans.

While Dad loved learning new words, I,
the future writer in the family, gravitated
to another Reader’s Digest department:
“Laughter, the Best Medicine.” It was (and
1s) a compendium of jokes, humorous obser-
vations and amusing anecdotes. An example:
“I know a frog who thought he was 100%
German. He was wrong. He’s a tad Pole.”

When Dad was done with each month’s is-
sue, I’d glom onto it and memorize three or
four jokes to share with friends at school. I
was not the class clown; I did, however, come

45% OFF LIST PRICE

Stop by our KraftMaid Cabinetry showroom at Haney
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by Bob Johnson
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to appreciate how a sense of humor equated
with popularity. And safety. The school bully
left me alone because he knew I had many
allies.

A different genre of humor has served me
well over the course of my career in journal-
ism, a career that has included writing more
than 200 extended obituaries. It’s called gal-
lows humor, something shared with only a
small cadre of co-workers primarily as a
coping mechanism. For example, when fin-
ishing an obit about a lawyer, I might quietly
utter to a colleague, “Case closed.”

It’s inappropriate, hardly funny at all, but
makes the writing process more bearable.

Gallows humor is also common among
doctors, nurses and hospital support staff. |
know this to be true because a former on-
cology nurse has shared countless examples
with me. And I get it. As difficult as it can
be to write about someone who has passed,
imagine what it must be like for the front-
line professionals who fought to keep some-
one alive... and lost.

On that happy note, let’s go back to the
fall of 2023 when a bunch of lab work, an
MRI and an ultrasound confirmed to an
endocrinologist that my thyroid needed to
be removed. This came as a surprise to me
because, until a few months prior, I did not

Ice, Dvd's, ATM, Beer, Wine, Spirits
& Groceries, Hunting & Fishing
Supplies. Hunters Market: the

friendliest store with the biggest
smiles in Eastern Washington!

(509 a22-3211
4989 ;:wﬁvlié}.
‘Hunters, W»ﬁ

Everyday: 7am-7pm

Not enough time to do it all?

We offer full color printing of books, documents,
photos, flyers, brachures, invitations, newsletters,
wide-format printing & so much more!

The UPS Store offers a wide range of printing products
\ & services, we stock a variety of paper and can
professionally “finish” your documents to your specifications.

Need binding, laminating, or cutting services?

WE CAN DO THAT FOR YOU!

Packing Supplies  Mailbox Rentals ~ Notary Services

International Shipping  Document Shredding and more!

| | OPEN: M-F 7:30am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2:30pm, Sunday Closed

1] |S|de Super 1 Foods, 1250 N. Hwy, Colville
‘ (509) 684-3340

know what either an endocrinologist or a
thyroid was.

The reason for the surgery: there was a
possibility that the glob (that’s the scientif-
ic term) affixed to the thyroid (a butterfly-
shaped gland in the neck) could be cancer-
ous.

Ah, there it was — the C-word.

“But don’t worry,” the endocrinologist told
me. “Thyroid C-word is a slow-moving C-
word.”

Don’t worry.

About the C-word.

Perhaps when the C-word is hanging out
in someone else’s body it’s nothing to worry
about, but when it has decided to show up
in one’s own body, worry becomes... some-
thing. And unceasing.

Perhaps I should mention at this point that
we were still living in Las Vegas at the time
of the diagnosis. It’s a city that has seen the
population overrun the medical infrastruc-
ture — too many patients, not enough doc-
tors. It was a good thing I had a slow-moving
C-word because the time between appoint-
ments could be months.

Perhaps 1 also should mention that I did
not like my endocrinologist at all. Because
of the medical situation in Vegas, it’s a “take
who you can get” scenario when it comes to

Your Rural Property Specialist

Farmland, timberland, recreational
properties, Lake Roosevelt and homes
. on acreage!

I work all over Eastern Washington. I
am a farm land owner in Lincoln and

% Whitman Counties; I know the markets!
# To BUY or SELL property, call me!
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(unintentional as well).

just a hint of a breeze rustling the willows.

Change of Plans

by Ray Bilderback ~ Growing up in the mountains, I developed a
fondness for fly fishing small streams. In our region
that includes such waters as Huckleberry Creek, Sherman Creek, the
little Pend Oreille River and the like. I’ve learned to endure mosquitoes,
no-see-ums, unintentional tangles in the brush and quick, cold baths

Such annoyances are all in the realm of ordinary. But one day on the
Little Pend Oreille, I chose a stretch of water a few hundred yards from
the highway. It was a fifteen-minute trudge through the tall grass, old
beaver channels and rose bushes. No matter. It was a warm day with

Finally, I was settled on the bank of a good pool, tying on a Royal
Coachman, when something made me look up. A yearling bear was
making his way to water from the ridge to the east. No problem. Then
I heard a bleat, maybe more like a cry. Presently, I located the maker of
the sound. A little ball of fur was trying to keep up with big brother and

was high-centered on a log.

The crying got louder. Where was mother?

I didn’t need to wait long. Here she came over the ridge. Not waiting
to cause her unnecessary concern, I secured my fly line, turned about
and managed the trip to the highway in twenty seconds flat.

I still like to fish there, but quieter, less crowded would be my choice.

doctors and especially specialists. The one I
ended up with seemed as if he were tutoring
his medical assistant rather than counseling
me during appointments.

Fortunately, he was not a surgeon, and [ was
referred (internal medical term: outsourced)
to a different doctor who would perform the
actual procedure (medical term: cutting).

Six months passed between the first time
I saw the endocrinologist and the day I met
the surgeon for my pre-op appointment. (Did
I mention things moved slower than a desert
tortoise in the world of Sin City medicine?)
But from the moment he walked into the
exam room, I knew I liked him better than
the endocrinologist — a short bar, to be sure,
but I took it as a good sign.

He said he always liked to perform an ul-
trasound with the patient, and in my case
that meant with the patient and the patient’s
loving and supportive wife. He fired up the
screen, rubbed some greasy stuff on my neck
and placed the transducer (medical term:
transducer) in the thyroid area.

“Can you tell if it’s a boy or a girl?” I asked
in my best “Laughter, the Best Medicine”
tone.

He seemed to be taken slightly aback by
the question, given that we were dealing with
the C-word, but he smiled and said, “Maybe
twins.”

He kept moving the transducer around and
then said, “Well, it’s pretty good sized, but
I’ve seen a couple bigger ones today. Hon-
estly, it’s not that big for a guy.”

My reaction was unplanned and immedi-
ate. I looked at him and said, “Did you really
just say that in front of my wife?”

& SHOWHOUSE ¢

For features & showtimes
Call or Text
509-655-1551
facebook.com/NUVUfun

209 E 5 Ave., Metaline Falls, WA

At that point, the surgeon lowered the
transducer and started laughing. I got the
sense that it wasn’t common for a patient to
interact in such a way — with gallows humor
— when the C-word was involved. He seemed
relieved.

I pressed on. He looked to be in his late-40s
or early-50s, and I asked whether he’d had
much experience with this type of surgery.

“Probably around a thousand of them,” he
replied. “I’ve been working six days a week
because of the shortage of doctors in the val-
ley.”

With an ever-so-slight smile on my face I
asked, “Have you ever lost anyone?”

He paused, then replied with a sly grin,
“Not yet.”

When surgery day arrived and 1 was
wheeled into the operating theater, I couldn’t
see the surgeon, but he spoke up almost im-
mediately.

“Hi, Bob,” he said. “How you doing?”

“I showed up,” I replied.

Then he said, “I just want you to know that
today is not going to be the day.”

He had remembered me. Mission accom-
plished.

Next, he introduced me to the anesthesiolo-
gist, another voice without a body.

“Bob,” he said, “in just a minute, 'm go-
ing to ask you to pick up that mask, put it up
to your face, and then breathe in deeply and
breathe out deeply. Once you do that about
three times, you’ll be out. Any questions?”

I couldn’t help myself.

“Just one,” I said. “What exactly am I pay-
ing you for?”

“You’re paying me to make sure you wake

Valley, WA

Marijuana Disclaimer: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair
Concentration, Coordination and Judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinry under the
influence of this drug. There may b health risks associated with the consumption of this product.

For use only by adults 21 and over. Keep out of the reach of children.

This product is unlawful outside the state of Washington

509-937-4900

up.”

Doctor and anesthesiologist on my side. A
patient can’t ask for more than that.

Upon arriving in the Inland Northwest, it
was determined that I would need another
thyroid C-word surgery. Amazingly, I (and
when I say “I,” I mean my wife) had been
able to find an endocrinologist here very
quickly. Within a span of just two months I
was seen, evaluated and went under the knife
at Sacred Heart Hospital in Spokane.

I can’t say enough about the entire staff
there, a caring and professional group of peo-
ple in every position from check-in to prep to
surgery to recovery.

But the real highlight came in the prep
room. As I lounged on the gurney before sur-
gery, a pastor stopped in to pray with and for
us. As he stepped through the door, I spotted
a shiner under his right eye.

Pastor or not, I asked, “What did you do to
tick off your wife?”

Without missing a beat he replied, “I
brought her the wrong drink. I got her a Coke
Zero and she wanted a regular Coca-Cola.”

Two C-words. Was it a sign that The Man
Upstairs wasn’t ready to deal with my “hu-
mor” just yet? Or merely proof that laughter
really is the best medicine?

A recipient of more than 90 national writ-
ing awards, Bob Johnson has covered sports,
wine, music, travel, business and numerous
other topics over the course of his 50-year
career. Now, he’s looking forward to explor-
ing the many aspects of his family’s new home
in North Idaho and the surrounding area and
sharing his observations with Huckleberry
Press readers.

WHY RENT A STORAGE UNIT
WHEN YOU CAN OWN YOUR OWN?

8x20, 8x40 Containers
FOR SALE

Water, Wind &
Rodent Proof
BUY SELL

RENT MOVE |
509-993-1166 ©

www.huckleberrypress.com
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Auto Boat-Home

Troy Morgan
7002 N. Market St. Spokane, WA 99217

Hartut's Mountam

SAW 5 IRACTOR
STIHL CubCadet-(BCS)

Sales « Parts « Service
Tractor and Small Engine Repair

—wmowerco.— BUSH HOG® ,.c.\x‘ @

BIGDOG
Hartill's Mountain Saw & Tractor | 101 W Robert Ave

Chewelah, WA 99109 | 509.935.8829
www.hartills.com
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REVERSE MIORTGAGE
A Better Way to Retire!
Local representative, free information
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Belfast Corned Harp Luck Silgo Ll| p208762.6887
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Celebrate Emerald Ireland Orange Treasure
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Clover Galway Kilkenny Rainbow White ,
. . . . . Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, Inc, NMLS ID 1025894 ID Mortgage Broker/Lender License MBL-2081025894.
Coins Gin ger Killarn ey Saint Wish WA Consumer Loan Company License CL-1025894. These materials are ot from, or approved by HUD
' or FHA. nmlsconsumeraccess.org #1567393496 Expires 01/2028 2 Equal Housing Lender
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| Office, partially divided for Details
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BERRY FUNNIES

Jokes curated from the Internet by Thea Cruden

How old are leprechauns? Old enough to remember when rainbows
were black and white.

Do leprechauns like to eat leftovers? No, they prefer left-clovers.
Who was Cinderella’s date on St. Patrick’s Day? Pinch Charming.

How do you pay for your green beer on St. Patrick’s Day? With a
lepre-coin.

Why did the leprechaun say no to a bowl of soup? He already had a
pot of gold.

What does the leprechaun order at a coffee shop? Green tea.

What kind of spells do leprechauns use? Lucky charms.

A leprechaun boy was about to propose to the girl of his dreams.
He got down on one knee and popped the big question, only to have
his beloved grab the ring from his hand and inspect it with a close
eye. He felt so awkward as he waited for her answer. After a moment,
she got a big smile on her face and threw her wee, leprechaun arms
around his neck and cried, “Yes! Of course I will marry you!”
Awhile later, the leprechaun’s curiosity got the best of him and he
simply had to ask her why she had looked at the ring so closely. Her
answer? “Well, I didn’t want you to be giving me a sham-rock!”

Why do leprechauns hate running? They’d rather jig than jog.
What do you call a leprechaun prank? A saint pat-trick.

Why shouldn’t you borrow money from a leprechaun? Because
they’re always a little short.

What do you call a leprechaun who goes to jail? A lepre-con.
What kind of conversation do leprechauns have? Small talk.
What falls during March but never gets hurt? The rain.

What can be seen in the middle of April and March, but can’t be
seen in the beginning or end of either one? The letter “r.”

What March flowers grow on faces? Tulips.

Why is March the most popular month to use a trampoline? It’s
spring-time.

Why is everyone so tired on April 1? Because they’ve just finished a
long, 31-day March.

Can February March? No, but April May.

I asked my girlfriend when her birthday was. She said “March
first.”” So, I walked round the room and asked her again...

My girlfriend messaged me to say she’s breaking up with me
because I’m too childish. So I marched over to her house, rang her
doorbell and ran away. That’ll teach her.

Why is it easy to prank someone born on March 31 on April’s
Fool’s Day? Because they were literally born yesterday.

I went to a job interview this week. The interviewer noted that I had
put on my application that [ was very quick at mental arithmetic.
“What’s nineteen multiplied by seventeen?”” he asked. Quick as a
flash I replied, “Thirty-four.” “That’s wrong,” he said. “But it was
very quick,” I pointed out.

A guy is late for an important meeting. But he can’t find a place to
park. In desperation, he begins to pray. “Please Lord, if you help
me find a parking stall right now, I promise to go to church every
Sunday and never drink vodka again!” A moment later, he sees a
beautiful empty spot right next to the entrance. “Never mind. Found
one!

Two Scouts camping in their backyard wanted to know the time,
so they started singing at the top of their lungs. Then one of their
neighbors threw open his window and yelled, “Cut the noise! Don’t
you know it’s 3 o’clock in the morning?”

A bear walks into a restaurant and says, “I want a grilled ...
cheese.” The waiter says, “Why the big pause?” The bear replies, “I
don’t know. I was born with them.”

A weasel walks into a restaurant and the waitress ask, “What
would you like to drink?” “Pop!” goes the weasel.

{# HuckleberryPress

Join your local Chamber of Commerce,
or renew your membership, and get

20% OFF

any size ad for one edition of the

Huckleberry Press!

The Huckleberry Press is a free regional
newspaper dedicated to celebrating and
connecting people through stories on
community contributors, new and expanding
businesses, health & fitness, restaurant reviews,
humor, small business advice, and more.

Ad space reservation deadline is the
20" of each month.

19,300 copies are distributed to over 500 locations every
month to 12 counties in northeast Washington and
north Idaho, and online at www.huckleberrypress.com.

publisher@huckleberrypress.com « 844-344-8344
HP, P.O. Box 983, Kettle Falls, WA 99141

Jerry King cartoon printed with permission. www.jerryking.com

“You must be a computer geek, because I’'ve
never had anyone ask me to accept their
‘Terms of Use’ before a date.”

www.huckleberrypress.com
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LOG CABINS REPAIRED & REFINISHED
Cob blasting, pressure wash, chinking,
stains, sealers, interior & exterior. Soda blast,
sand blast, all coatings removal. Complete
drywall & painting. Remote site specialty.
Family run since 1975. Brad & Nancy Fires-
tone. 509-684-8764 or 509-680-1188. Contr.
Lic. FIRESD210C1. Find us on FACEBOOK
at:

Lone Pine Log Home Restoration

ALWAYS CHOW CHOWS. Usually suitable
for office, home, travel, and some wooly

WANTED
Looking for used sewing machine,
laptop notebook, dog kennel.
My friend is making me fur for my
boots but her machine is broken.
She has a 20-year-old computer so
please help me find her a laptop.
509-738-2968

FOR SALE: Frididaire upright freezer, $150.
1943 Ford 4-door coupe, parts, title, $15,000.
1956 Dodge Royale $9,000. Tollycraft 36" yacht,
full kitchen, includes slip at Two Rivers Marina,
$25,000. Hotsprings jacuzzi, $2,000. Tym tractor,
extra parts, $15,000. High-end treadmill, $300. Al
0BO. 509-238-2009.

CHRISTIAN LIFE COACH
Specializing in emotional healing. My primary
tool is something called EFT (Emotional Free-
dom Techniques), also called “tapping”. It can
help with stress, anxiety, phobias and more,
without drugs. Call 509-343-9630 or visit web-
site: https://isaiah613ministry.com.

yarns. Call 509-936-2500 text 509-723-7199.

YEAR-ROUND FULL HOOKUP RV SITES avail-
able in a quiet & wooded area 2 miles from Lake
Spokane Campground. Please call 509-230-
2087/509-919-7858 for info/booking.

55 GAL STEEL BARRELS: good for fuel
storage or waste oil containment. $20/each or
$25 with open top. Terry 509-434-8319.

THE VEGAN LIBERTARIAN BENEVOLENT
SOCIETY: Helping People and Animals With-
out Government Force. Info: www.theveganlib-
ertarianbenevolentsociety.com or VLBS, P.O.
Box 950, Spokane, WA 99210

LOOKING FOR A LOVING HOME
Looking for a loving family for 1 male, 3 female malte-tzu pups. Sweet, loving and smart, trained
to use doggy door, non-shedding, hypoallergenic, registered, up-to-date shots. $1,295/each.

Also, a Newfoundland, 2-year-old female, brown, wonderful demeanor, good with
kids and other dogs, AKC $2 000 to good home. Call or text 509-998-3856.

Whether you’re buying or selling,

NN

KATZ

REALTY, INC.

REALTOR ®©

=

we’re here for you!

Nice 3bd, 2th home on almost 90
treed acres! Lots of updates
throughout w/an open concept floor
plan! Amazing views, full time

20 acres w/a view of Lake Roose-
velt! Great to camp or build your

| dream home! Well & power already
on the property! This is a great loca-
| tion in a quiet community, all just

- | 20 minutes to Lake boat launch!

Historic Commercial Building in
Lind! Operated as Slim’s Tavern
for many years. All equipment goes
with the sale. New roof, lots of stor-
age space. Additional space a po-
tential for apartments or rental.

Askmg $725,000 / Patrick Katz (509) 721-0626

Mini Ranch on 3.81 acres w/17
more available to lease! All brick
5bd (2 non egress), 2bth home w/
many outbuilding inc. barn, 2 shops,
storage & more! All located less
than three miles to town!

www.katzrealtyinc.com
Members of the Northwest MLS, the Spokane MLS
and the Commercial Brokers Association
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which has since become one of the key symbols of
St. Patrick’s Day.

St. Patrick is believed to have died on March
17, 461 AD. Over the centuries, his death date
became a day of celebration and reflection on his
life’s work. While much of the specifics of his life |
remain shrouded in mystery, he is remembered as
one of the most important figures in Irish history.

The Origins of St. Patrick’s Day

St. Patrick’s Day was initially a religious holiday,
honoring St. Patrick’s missionary work and his im-
pact on Ireland. For centuries, it was primarily celebrated by Irish Catho-
lics and those of Irish descent. The first St. Patrick’s Day celebration took
place in Ireland in the early 9" or 10" century, but the observance did not
spread beyond Ireland until much later.

The day was marked by attending mass, feasting, and celebrating the
cultural significance of Ireland’s patron saint. The color green, which is
closely associated with Ireland due to its nickname “The Emerald Isle,”
became linked to the day, partly because of the Irish flag and the shamrock
that St. Patrick is said to have used. Irish people would often wear green
clothing and accessories to mark the occasion.

In the early 17" century, St. Patrick’s Day was officially recognized by
the Catholic Church as a feast day, and it became a public holiday in Ire-
land. It wasn’t until the Irish diaspora began spreading around the world,
particularly to places like the United States, that the holiday started to take
on its more festive, secular nature.

The Irish Diaspora and the Global Spread

The transformation of St. Patrick’s Day from a religious observance into
the global celebration we know today is closely tied to the Irish diaspora.
Starting in the 18" and 19" centuries, many Irish people left Ireland in
search of better opportunities, particularly in the wake of the Great Irish
Famine (1845-1852), which led to mass emigration. Large numbers of Irish
immigrants settled in places like the United States, Canada, and Australia,
taking their traditions, including St. Patrick’s Day, with them.

In 1762, the first recorded St. Patrick’s Day parade took place in New
York City. This parade was organized by Irish soldiers serving in the Brit-
ish Army, and it was a way for Irish immigrants to come together and cel-
ebrate their heritage. The parade became an annual event, growing larger
each year as more Irish people settled in the United States.

In the early 19" century, St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in the U.S. be-
came a way for Irish immigrants to assert their cultural identity and soli-
darity in the face of discrimination. As Irish communities began to thrive,
their celebrations grew in scope, with parades, music, dancing, and the
wearing of green. These celebrations, often including alcohol and revelry,
became less focused on the religious aspects of St. Patrick’s Day and more
focused on Irish pride.

The Commercialization and Globalization of St. Patrick’s Day

By the 20" century, St. Patrick’s Day had grown beyond the Irish-Amer-
ican community to become a broader celebration of Irish culture. The holi-
day became recognized not only by people of Irish descent, but also by
people around the world who were drawn to the lively festivities associated
with it. Parades, pub gatherings, and the wearing of green became global
customs, even in countries with little to no historical connection to Ireland.

As the holiday gained popularity, the commercialization of St. Pat-
rick’s Day grew as well. Companies began using the occasion to promote
products, and marketing campaigns began to associate the day with food,
drinks, and entertainment. Cities around the world started to hold large-
scale parades, and iconic landmarks, such as the Sydney Opera House, the
Colosseum in Rome, and the Christ the Redeemer statue in Brazil, have
been illuminated in green to mark the occasion.

One of the most notable aspects of St. Patrick’s Day celebrations today is
the widespread consumption of alcohol, particularly Irish beer and whis-
key. The tradition of “pub crawling” and drinking in celebration is wide-
spread, with many people attending social gatherings and events where
they can enjoy Irish drinks and foods.

Modern Celebrations

Today, St. Patrick’s Day is a celebration of Irish culture and heritage, and
it is observed in many countries, from the United States to Japan, Aus-
tralia, and beyond. Parades, festivals, concerts, and dances are held, with
people of all backgrounds joining in the festivities. In Ireland, St. Patrick’s
Day remains a public holiday, and it is a day of national pride and celebra-
tion, though it is also a religious occasion for many.

In the United States, the New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade is one
of the largest and most famous in the world, attracting millions of specta-

tors. Other major cities with notable parades include Boston, Chicago, and
San Francisco. These celebrations typically feature bagpipes, marching
bands, Irish dancers, and floats decorated with shamrocks and other Irish
symbols.

The commercialization of St. Patrick’s Day has led to a somewhat secu-
larized version of the holiday, where people focus on the fun of wearing
green, attending parades, and enjoying Irish-inspired food and drinks.
However, for many, the spirit of St. Patrick’s Day remains connected to the
legacy of St. Patrick and the Irish people.

The Irish people. My people. Since no one on my father’s side had passed
down any information of this ancestry, nobody knew when our Irish rela-
tives arrived on Ellis Island. With the scientific advances in DNA testing
and the internet’s access to ancestry records, I excitedly ordered a kit to test
my DNA. In addition to my father’s Irish blood, there was also the issue
of my mother’s side of the family, which also had no records of ancestry.

I excitedly awaited the results in hopes of finding out exactly where in
Ireland my people came from and perhaps even hints about long lost rela-
tives. I assumed I had to be one quarter Irish at the very, very least, and
was hoping for more. Imagine my surprise when the results arrived and I
learned that most of my blood wasn’t Irish at all. I was over 30% Scottish
and only 23% Irish. What?

After getting over the shock, I decided 23% was still a good portion of
Irish blood. And why not embrace my Scottish ancestry? St. Patrick him-
self was from Scotland. And I always did really like Rod Stewart. Heck,
I have even visited my ancestral homeland without even knowing it at the
time!

More importantly, St. Patrick’s Day is a celebration for everyone, a day
we can all be Irish. Like that day I took my friend to a St. Patrick’s Day
parade and asked her, “Are you Irish, too?” She smiled broadly and said,
“Today I am!”

Local Celebration

In Spokane, the 45" Annual St. Patrick’s Day parade is scheduled for
Saturday, March 15, 2025 at 12 p.m.

Slante!

Amy McGarry grew up in Spokane Valley, Washington. After a 20 year
hiatus, she moved back to Spokane Valley where she lives with her hus-
band, daughter and two cats. She is the author of 1 am Farang: Adventures
of a Peace Corps Volunteer in Thailand available on Amazon.com, Aun-
tie’s Bookstore, and Barnes and Noble.
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. .
Dredge Equip. Raffle Prizes
. .
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Chewelah offers a lively
culinary landscape that
boasts a variety of great
restaurants, cafes, and
breakfast spots to cater to
all tastes — and there’s an-
other exciting spot that just
launched in February.

Set within the beautiful
Chewelah General Store,
8251 BBQ i1s serving up plates of delicious
Texas-style barbecue, all smoked in-house
and with a menu of perfectly paired sides
crafted by Jack and Michelle McDaniel.
Having both served in the U.S. military,
Jack and Michelle were keen to operate a

by Chloe Thompson

veteran-owned business. The classification =

meats I’ve ever seen. Cherrywood smoked,
melt-in-the-mouth beef brisket that you could
cut with a spoon. The pulled pork had the per-
fect balance of flavor and the ribs were some
of the best I've tried — the epitome of “falls
of the bone.” The handmade venison and wild
boar smoked sausage bites had the perfect
snap and were like nothing I’d ever had before.

The sides are certainly not an afterthought
either. The Mexican street corn offered an ex-
cellent balance of sweet and fresh to the plat-
ter. Slow cooked beans with hearty sausage

for a naval flight engineer, 8251, pays hom- | &

age to Jack’s role in the military, which he
was keen to champion in his new venture.

For anyone who hasn’t visited Chewelah
General Store, owners Rob Nye and Jill
Trinchero have created a truly stunning §
community space that promotes local pro-
ducers, small businesses and artists. You &
can tell how every detail has been immacu-
lately thought out, resulting in the perfect bal-
ance of art and nature, meeting a more indus-
trial, modern interior, which all adds to the
dining experience.

As someone who’s had quite limited experi-
ence with classic American barbecue, and af-
ter hearing how much effort and thought went
into the cooking processes, I was thrilled to
sample a platter of some of the most amazing

T B~ \

were rich and dynamic and the smoked mac
& cheese is something I can see myself order-
ing again and again. Homemade pickles and
coleslaw provided the perfect sharpness that
really cuts the meat and, whilst I do love a tra-
ditional Hawaiian roll, the sourdough rolls on
offer were just another example of how much
thought and effort has gone into the food.
Jack and his family made the move to
Chewelah from Texas in the summer of 2024,

BBQ - Chewelah’s Newest Restaurant

and he’s spent many years perfecting his reci-
pes, even having custom smokers made to get
them just right.

“Chewelah has been such a great move for
our family, and Michelle and I are super ex-
cited to be starting this new chapter doing
something we love,” Jack said. “Rob and Jill
have worked so hard to make the Chewelah
General Store an amazing space for the com-
munity to enjoy great food, local produce and
art, and we’re really happy to continue that
while bringing something new to town.”

Jill Trinchero said, “We feel so fortunate
to have found Jack and Michelle to take over
at the General Store. From the start we in-
tended on passing this labor of love along to
operators who are talented, passionate and
share our vision. BBQ has a bit of a cult fol-
| lowing and people know what to expect. It
makes wonderful take-out and fits the aes-
thetic of Chewelah General Store to a T. We
are thrilled that it will remain a place for the
community to gather and share wonderful
food. We look forward to being on the other
side of the bar and joining in the fun!”
Chloe Thompson Slater, now living in
Chewelah, graduated with an honors degree
in journalism from the University of the West
of Scotland and has worked on “some amaz-
ing projects,” including filming local counts
at the Scottish independence referendum and
general election. She specializes in marketing
and PR services, and enjoys cooking, social-
izing, writing and pretty much anything to do
with the outdoors.
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2025 Annual Home & Garden Show

Spokane Community College
Colville Campus
985 South Elm Street, Colville WA

Friday, March 14th 10am-5pm
Saturday, March 15th 9am-4pm
PRIZES, SEMINARS,
DEMONSTRATIONS AND FOOD!
Over 50 vendors on display!

Proudly sponsored by
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RE/MAX 3fe Providence

SELECT ASSOCIATES Mount Carmel Hospital

Furniture and Design

986 South Main Street, Suite B
509-684-5973
colvillechamberofcommerce.com
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