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Soul Food

Hybrid?

By Ken Ortize

Teaching Pastor, Calvary Spokane Church

For decades Chris-
tian leaders have com-
plained about the in-
creasing secularization
of American society.
Soon they may wish that
were the case. What is
coming may prove to be
far worse. Instead of a
total turning away from
Christianity, we are fac-
ing a bastardized hybrid;
a Christ-less, Cross-less
Christianity!

In his book, Jesus
the King, Tim Keller ex-
plains how this happens:
“When Christianity is
in a place of power and
wealth for a long period,
the radical message of
sin and grace and the
cross become muted or
even lost. Then Christi-
anity starts to transmute
into a nice, safe religion;
one that’s for respect-
able people who try to
be good. And eventually
it becomes virtually dor-
mant.”

scientist
adds,

Social
Christian Smith

“Its not so much that
Christianity is being
secularized. Rather it is
subtly...  degenerating
into a pathetic version
of itself... displaced by a
different faith... We see
God as a teacher on the
playground who steps in
only when things get out
of control.”

In a comprehen-
sive survey of those who
profess to believe in Je-
sus and the Bible, Smith
found four “core beliefs”
that have almost nothing
in common with Christi-
anity.

1. God watches
over human life on earth,
but is not particularly in-
volved in a person’s life,
except when He is need-
ed to resolve a problem.

2. God wants peo-
ple to be good, nice and
fair to each other, as
taught by most world re-
ligions.

3. The central goal
of life is to be happy and
to feel good about one’s
self.

HUCKLEBERRY PRESS

©2003-2015 ®TM

The Huckleberry Press began in the Fruitland Valley, nestled in the shadow
of Northeastern Washington’s Huckleberry Mountains. Since 2003,
“Huckleberry Country” has expanded to over 300 delivery stops
in more than 70 towns across 11 Inland Northwest Counties. The
Huckleberry Press fosters interaction between communities. We are
intent on prospering our regional businesses, events and
organizations. The Huckleberry Press is produced, written and
illustrated by the members the communities we serve.

The Huckleberry Press is published every other week. Deadline for
classified and display advertising is Fridays at noon. See page 15 for
our publication calendar.

phone: 1-844-344-8344
fax: 1-888-507-2305
email: ads@huckleberrypress.net

Huckleberry Press
PO Box 36
Hunters, WA 99137

www.huckleberrypress.com

SERVING 11 INLAND NORTHWEST COUNTIES: Addy, Airway
Heights, Almira, Arden, Barstow, Blanchard, Blue Creek, Boyds, Cedo-
nia, Cheney, Chewelah, Colbert, Colville, Coulee City, Coulee Dam,
Creston, Curlew, Danville, Davenport, Deer Park, Diamond Lake,
Electric City, Elk, Enterprise, Ephrata, Evans, Ford, Fort Spokane, Two
Rivers, Fruitland, Gifford, Grand Coulee, Granite Point, Harrington,
Hartline, Hillyard, Hunters, Inchelium, lone, Keller, Kettle Falls, Loon
Lake, Malo, Marcus, Mead, Medical Lake, Metaline, Moses Lake,
Nespelem, Newport, Nine Mile Falls, Northport, Old Town, Okanogan,
Omak, Onion Creek, Orient, Priest River, Reardan, Republic, Ritzville,
Riverside, Rosalia, Soap Lake, Spangle, Spokane, Spokane Valley,
Springdale, St. John, Suncrest, Summit Valley, Tonasket, Tum Tum,
Valley, Wauconda, Wellpinit, West End, Wilbur, and a bunch of other
neat places!

4. Good people go
to heaven when they die.

Additionally, those
surveyed were altogether
tolerant of other reli-
gious views, except on
one point: Certainty. In a
world filled with conflict,
they are “convinced that
the only way for people
to get along is if no one
had strong convictions
that their beliefs are
true.” If you are asser-
tive about your beliefs,
you are either mentally
unstable, a jihadist, and
a danger to the rest of us.

Though most grew
up in the church, they
prefer to identify them-
selves as spiritual rather
than religious. They are
“into faith, not Christi-
anity.” Like the charac-
ters in Steven Turner’s
Creed, they believe
that, “Jesus was a good
man just like Buddha,
Mohammed and our-
selves. He was a good
moral teacher although
we think his good mor-
als were bad. We believe
that all religions are ba-
sically the same, at least
the ones that we read...
They only differ on
matters of creation, sin,
heaven, hell, God, and
salvation.”

Need I say it? What
they believe is more a
religious parody than a
spiritual path. No won-
der Jesus preferred that
men were either “hot” or
“cold,” (Revelation 3:16).
Then the differences are
obvious. Distinctions are
clear. But when we are
lukewarm, words loose
meaning, lines become
blurred, and it is harder
to know what someone
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means when he says he is
a Christian. Which prods
me to leave you with
this question: Are you a
Christian? Is it clear?

Editor’s Note: You can connect
with Calvary Spokane Church
on their social media commu-
nity, The City, at https://calva-
ryspokane.onthecity.org.  You
can also check out their many
resources available including
podcasts at www.calvaryspo-
kane.com or call their office at
509-467-2860 for more informa-
tion
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CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR
9am - 5 pm

Unique Gift Ideas for Everyone On Your List!

Saturday December 35, 2015

At the

Columbia High School
In Hunters

Silent Auction -

Shirley’s Pies - D’s Candy -

Quilt Raffle - Bake Sale - Food Available

All Proceeds go to the Associated Student Body to raise Funds
to Support The Columbia Schools Anti-Bullying Campaign

Vendors Needed

Free

1 Table 2 Chairs $15.00
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For Info Call

Amber 509-722-4322 Santa!
Jill 509-722-3311 Santa will be available
Dianne 509-722-3910 from 10am to 11am

and 2pm to 3pm.




