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 Soul Food

Comparison
By Ken Ortize
Teaching Pastor, Calvary Spokane Church

The story is told of a 
rooster that was free-rang-
ing one afternoon, when 
he encountered something 
that staggered him: An 
ostrich egg. He was so 
impressed by its size, that 
he decided to roll it all the 
way back to the hen house 
to show the ladies what he 
had found. As they gath-
ered in a circle around the 
monstrous egg, the rooster 
began to explain, “I don’t 
want to sound critical, but 
I just wanted to show you 
what others hens are do-
ing in other places.” We 
all know the comparison 
was a false one. But it does 
illustrate something that 
you and I do, and have had 
done to us: We are made to 
feel guilty by comparison. 

As a child, I was a 
challenge for both my par-
ents and teachers. I repeat-
edly heard at home and at 
school, “Why can’t you be 
like your brother?” There 

was a fundamental dif-
ference between us even 
I recognized. He was fo-
cused; I was distracted. 
He was handsome; I was 
a handful. He was artistic; 
they suspected I might be 
slightly autistic. He was 
charming and polite; I was 
rebellious and sarcastic. 
Believe me, I could go on.

What made it tough 
was that I soon wanted to 
be my brother, and knew 
that I couldn’t. I loved my 
brother, but I didn’t like 
him, most of the time.  Our 
relationship was a roiling 
riot, and it was always “his 
fault.” After all, he was 
older; therefore it had to 
be his fault. But my par-
ents were convinced it was 
mine.

Today my broth-
er and I are the best of 
friends. But it took years 
of separation down differ-
ent paths, before each of us 

became secure in our own 
identities. Through Christ 
we came to realize the 
wisdom of Paul’s words, 
“…comparing themselves 
with each other… What 
foolishness! …Our goal is 
to stay within the boundar-
ies of God’s plan for us…” 
(2Corinthians 10:12,13 
NLT).

The simple truth is 
that I “could not” be like 
my brother because that 
was never God’s plan for 
my life. As Paul explained, 
“God has arranged the 
parts in the body, every 
one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be,” (1Cor-
inthians 12:18). As one 
wise man put it, “God, our 
wise and creative Maker, 
has been pleased to make 
everyone different and no 
one perfect.” Besides, as 
the notorious Oscar Wilde 
famously observed, “Be 
yourself. Everyone else is 
taken.”

Unfortunately we of-
ten tell young people they 
can become whatever they 
want. It’s not true. If you 
are 5’7” tall, you will nev-
er play in the NBA! The 
simple fact is that life may 
be fair, but its not always 
equal. 

But here is good 
news. The world is not in 
need of a hipper, cooler, 
more beautiful charming 
and version of you. It does 

need the real, authentic, 
unapologetic version of 
“the you” God made you to 
be. The real you is always 
more attractive then an 
imitation of someone else. 
Editor’s Note: You can connect with 
Calvary Spokane Church on their 
social media community, The City, 
at https://calvaryspokane.onthecity.
org. You can also check out their 
many resources available including 
podcasts at www.calvaryspokane.
com or call their office at 509-467-
2860 for more information

The Reardan Plowboy 
& Homestead are located at

245 W. Broadway SR2, 
Reardan, Wa

OPEN WEEKLY
 Wednesday- Saturday 

10-5

Introducing 
The Reardan Plowboy’s Homestead. 

The Homestead is a unique Event Space, 
full of Local Goodies and Decorated 

for The Holidays!

Visit us for this wonderful Holiday Season, 
Buy the perfect gift, decorate your home & 

grab some treats for Santa! 

Purchase your tickets for our 2nd annual 
Reardan Fire & Rescue Benefit Raffle and 

enter to win locally donated prizes!

Friday, December 11th   10am-6pm
Saturday, December 12th 10am-7pm

Reardan’s Home Town Christmas- Saturday 
Includes Evening Events in The City Park, 

Santa, Mule Carriage Rides 
and The Tree of Sharing. 

The Coulee City Highlighters Art 
Club thanks all our vendors and 
members for a successful, fun, 
prosperous 41st Annual Bazaar! 
Thanks to the Huckleberry Press, 
Lincoln Advertiser and Coulee City 
News Standard for the promotion-
al help. We especially thank our 
community for turning out and sup-
porting the Art Club.

THANK YOU! 

Pinewood Cottage
Furniture

Arts•Crafts
57 Local Handcraft 

Artisans Plus...
Rosalia Antique & Flea 

Market (208 W. 2nd Street - 
1 blk West of Whitman)

HOURS: Open Daily 10-4, 
Wed-Fri ‘til 6

509-523-3112


