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Soul Food

Generations
By Ken Ortize

Teaching Pastor, Calvary Spokane Church

Advancements in
nutrition and the health
sciences have changed the
American workplace. For
the first time, five genera-
tions of Americans are liv-
ing and working together.
This has made the work-
place far more complex be-
cause when it comes to our
view of work & money, we
are very different.

Each generation has a

very different life-experi-
ence, resulting in differing
definitions of what work is
all about. Traditionalists
survived the Great Depres-
sion and WWII; followed
by two decades of unparal-
leled prosperity. They were
thankful, and never forgot
how quickly it could dis-
appear. For them it was all
about safety. They wanted
a good paying, stable, se-
cure job that would give
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them a safe retirement. If
you find a job like that, you
stayed there for life.

“Baby-Boomers”
reaped the benefits of
their parent’s prosperity.

* Never having experienced

deprivation, we were ob-
sessed with being success-
ful. Upward mobility was
our goal. We moved about
a lot, pursuing every op-
portunity that promised
higher pay and more pres-
tige. Brand loyalty didn’t
matter as much as being
“Rich and famous”. And
we were willing to “fake it
until we made it”. We took
credit debt and credit cards
to new, never before seen
heights. And in the the
church, the prosperity gos-
pel found many adherents.

Then the  world
changed: 911 and the Great
Recession brought a new
reality. The cost of hous-
ing and education skyrock-
eted, just as the job market
shrank. If you were lucky
enough to find a job, pay
was lower and advance-
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ment was slower. The Ba-
by-Boomers were living
longer, and taking longer
to retire. Plus, Gen X’ers
and Millennial’s want more
than a great income. They
also want significance; and
they are willing to wait for
it.

Question? Are any of
these views biblical? Or is
our view work & money
merely the consequence
of how our cultural expe-
rience has shaped us? An-
swer! We tend to divorce
work & worship, and in do-
ing so we have missed both
the greater purpose of our
lives, and the joy of serv-
ing God by working out
our faith in the workplace.

The Bible tells us that
work is not only about us,
but also about God. Max
Lucado points out, “With
God, our work matters as
much as our worship...
work can be worship”. Tim
Keller added, work is* less
about prosperity and find-
ing personal fulfillment...
and more about finding op-

—

e

portunities to serve God
and other people through
our work.”

A job is not only a
place where we can make
money and find personal
fulfillment. Itis also a place
to portray Christ in how
we do our job and earn our
money. You probably don’t
need a new job, better pay,
or a more fulfilling career.
You may, as Paul told the
Corinthians, only need a
fresh attitude about the job
you already have: “What-
ever you do, do it all for the
glory of God.” (1Corinthi-
ans 10:31). Make today and
everyday, “take Jesus to
work day.” It will change
your life, and change your
career.

Editor’s Note: You can connect
with Calvary Spokane Church
on their social media commu-
nity, The City, at https://calva-
ryspokane.onthecity.org.  You
can also check out their many
resources available including
podcasts at www.calvaryspo-
kane.com or call their office at
509-467-2860 for more informa-
tion

Farewell and Celebration
of the Life of
“Grizwold Bayer”
November 7th, 1pm.
Greenwood Park Grange
#590 Hunters.
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BINGO TWICE A MONTH!
Addy Grange Hall, Addy, WA.
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of
each month. Starting Sept. 23rd.
Doors open at 6pm, bingo starts
at 7pm. Everyone welcome!

32
38

FREE

X

49
47

99

69
12
61

LONG LAKE STORAGE
509-276-8130
Near Tum Tum - Hwy 291.
6701 Heron Way.
Nine Mile Falls, WA
Safe & Secure

Web - Video - Print

We use the newest technology, easy to work with, affordable,
‘barter’ for services, over 20 years of multimedia production and
consultation experience. Excellent problem solvers/on-site tutoring.
Visit: www.my509design.com or email us at i

info@my509design.com
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24 hour access card
available for
purchase

Call for entry
after 10 P.M.
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