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October 8, 2015

From the Desk
of Judy Warnick,
13th District
Senator

Greetings,

I hope you have had
a safe and fun summer.
As fall arrives there is a
lot going on throughout
our area and in Olympia. |
recently traveled with my
House colleagues around
our legislative district vis-
iting local newspapers to
discuss the recent court
decisions on education as
well as other issues facing
our district and state.

Rep. Tom Dent and
I speak with Editor of the
Royal City Register, Ted
Escobar over lunch

Recently the Su-
preme court issued two
rulings. One places a fine
of $100,000 a day on the
Legislature (and ultimate-
ly taxpayers) for what the
court views is a failure to
adequately fund education.
This is despite the fact that
since the Majority Coali-
tion Caucus began lead-
ing the Senate in 2013, the
Legislature has invested
$4.5 billion more in edu-
cation. Education spend-
ing now makes up nearly
half of the state’s budget.
This ruling is concerning
in that I believe the court
has overstepped its author-
ity. Our state constitution
is clear that the legisla-

:{0)'%

tive branch is responsible
for making decisions on
spending, not the judicial
branch.

The second ruling
deemed  voter-approved
charter schools unconsti-
tutional. This is simply an
unfair decision to the thou-
sands of students and par-
ents who are already en-
rolled and excelling at new
public charter schools. The
court’s decision has been
deeply criticized for its
timing and lack of foresight
which puts other success-
ful education programs at
risk as well. The state at-
torney general recently
filed a motion for the court
to reconsider its ruling
and even former governor
Christine Gregoire, who
opposed charter schools,
called the decision, “not
right, not fair.” This partic-
ular case has raised many
eyebrows because many
of the justices that ruled
in the majority received
significant campaign con-
tributions from the state
teachers’ union who ve-
hemently opposes school
choice. I recommend you
read a recent article about
the case by clicking here.

Looking Ahead

As the chair of the
Senate Agriculture, Wa-
ter and Rural Economic
Development Committee,
I am mindful of the chal-
lenges our state — and par-
ticularly our area - face

when it comes to water
access and quality. This
year those issues are com-
pounded even more by the
severe drought that has
affected every corner of
our state, but has hit our
agricultural communities
in eastern Washington the
hardest. While I'm grateful
the Legislature approved
emergency funds to assist
communities across our
state that are suffering,, the
fact remains that money
can’t replace needed water.
Thankfully, our farmers
and citizens have done an
excellent job of preserving
and protecting our water
resources.

I have been closely
monitoring the state De-
partment of Agriculture’s
new push to increase in-
spections for dairies and
farmers using manure as
fertilizer aimed at prevent-
ing run-off and ground wa-
ter pollution. This may be
an example of unneeded,
burdensome regulations.
Just this past Monday the
governor’s office issued a
list of businesses they in-
tend to target with a new
tax on their carbon out-
put. The list included Mc-
Cain Foods, a local food
processor in Othello. Why
are they included in a list
among industries like
oil refineries and power
plants? The fact is that our
state will reach its goals
to reduce carbon without
these types of risky inter-
ventions that burden busi-
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nesses and working fami-
lies.

Around the District

In addition to meet-
ing with our local news-
papers, I recently attended
an event at Big Bend Com-
munity College called the
New Americans’ Citizen-
ship Day. This was a free
event to help current legal
permanent residents apply
for citizenship. Becom-
ing a citizen is a lengthy
and expensive process and
this workshop provided
help to immigrants seek-
ing to achieve the Ameri-
can Dream by becom-
ing citizens of our great
country. The program is
in part funded by the state
Department of Commerce
and was graciously hosted
by Big Bend Community
College. I commend these
volunteers and the more
than 70 people seeking to
become American citizens
from all over the world in-
cluding Mexico, Denmark,
and Argentina.

It is an honor to
serve as your state Sena-
tor. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me with questions
regarding state govern-
ment.

Sincerely,
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Judy Warnick

Olympia Office:

103 Irv Newhouse Bldg.
P.O. Box 40410
Olympia, WA 98504

Olympia Phone:
360.786.7624

District Phone:
509.766.6505

ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFER PRODUCTS.

NO CHILDPROOF SAFETY CAPS.
3 = SEPTIC SAFE.
» ORDERED ONLINE.

SHIPPED DIRECTLY TO YOU, WHEN YOU WANT THEM.
509-725-0841
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SUPER CLEAN W/VIEW! 3BD,
1bth w/updated kitchen, bath,
new flooring, gas furnace, win-
dows, doors, siding & roof! Fully
fenced private back yard & more!
Only $77K MLS#763151
Michelle 509-989-0761
www.katzrealtyinc.com

LOCAL AREA COLLECTOR look-
ing to buy beer related items such
as old beer signs, trays and cans.
Call 509-675-4226.

3BD, 1.75BTH HOME IN LIND!
Lots of space throughout, den/
office, large yard & attached
heated 2 car garage! Only $61K
MLS# 834209 Jeanie 509-860-
1788 www.katzrealtyinc.com

LAKE ROOSEVELT LOT 1.5
Acre 9 miles upriver Porcupine
Bay, fantastic views, close easy
walk sandy beach, treed, power,
water, road, CCR’s, contract

RUMMAGE BAKE SALE
Saturday, Oct 10th, 9am -
? St. Philip Benizi Church,
Ford, WA. Lunch available.

160 ACRES AVAILABLE in
Addy, WA on Marble Valley
Basin RD. May be subdivided.
$239,900. Call Debra Cromer
(509)855-1653. HomeSmart Advi-
sors 4404 N Division, Spokane,
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10 ACRES WITH WELL and
paved access in Spangle,WA.
Anmazing views and 12 miles
from Spokane for an easy
commute. $149,900 Call Deb-
ra Cromer (509)855-1653.
HomeSmart Advisors 4404 N
Division, Spokane, WA
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STAINED
GLASS
CREATIONS

Classes & Supplies.

Class openings
mornings, afternoons
& eves., for beginner,

interm., or advanced. Full
line of supplies in stock.

Hours vary. 509-722-4302.
Evening calls welcome!
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For Reservations
226 Main Avenue East
Soap Lake, WA 98851-

(800) 557-8514
(509) 246-1132

Soap Lake
Mineral Water
in All Rooms!

www. innsoaplake.com
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Historical Inn & Begch Front
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Whirlpool Suites!
Country Cottages
with Kitchens

Private Patios & BBQ
Soaking Tubs with Mineal Wate




