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Editor’s Note: Letters are 
from our readers and do not  
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of Huckleberry Press or 
staff. To submit a letter visit 
www.huckleberrypress.com 
or write an e-mail to us at: 
ads@huckleberrypress.net

We would like to extend a 
heart-felt THANK YOU to the 
following:

Crop Production Services, 
Highline Grain, Davenport 
Union Warehouse, Farm Credit 
Services, Huckleberry Press, 
Sonnenberg’s , Napa Auto Parts, 
The Davenport School District, 
The Davenport FFA, Carpen-
ter, McGuire and DeWulf P.S., 

Strate Funeral Home, Boyd 
Plager, Davenport Tire Service, 
Short Septic Service, The Dav-
enport Hotel Collection-Karen 
Worthy, The Double Tree by 
Hilton-Mike McCleod

Your generous contributions 
helped to make the Vintage 
Harvest the best event yet!  You 
are truly appreciated.  Thanks 
again!

The Lincoln County Historical 
Society

<><><><><>

Drinking water wells in fire 
areas should be protected

Lessons from Carlton Complex 

From our readers...
ads@huckleberrypress.net

www.arrowpropane.com

CUSTOMER TANKS ARROW PROPANE TANKS

500 gal*.........$1.559   500 gal*.........$1.599

300 gal*..........$1.659    300 gal*..........$1.699

150 gal*..........$1.859    150 gal*..........$1.999

*Prices subject to change without notice

Special Pricing for Commercial Customers
Neighborhood-Group Deliveries Guaranteed Price Plans  

Call us for a quote! Locally Owned & Operated!

509-919-4178
Locally Owned & Operated!

Best Propane 

Value in the 

Inland 

Northwest!

500 Gal........$1.159
1000 Gal...... $1.099

250 Gal........$1.259 250 Gal........$1.259

1000 Gal......$1.099

500 Gal........$1.159

120 Gal........$1.359 120 Gal........$1.359

*Prices subject to change without notice

Opening Market Day  - June 13
2nd Annual Farm-to-Table Dinner - July 25th
New Vendors Always Welcome!
Call 307-699-4649 or davenportmarket.com for more info

www.davenportmarket.com

SOLD OUT!

fire prompts urgency for in-
spections
 
     Homeowners affected by 
wildfire are encouraged to in-
spect their drinking-water wells 
now to protect groundwater and 
their investment.

     Forest fires can melt alu-
minum and plastic well caps, 
leaving the well exposed to en-

vironmental hazards. Uncapped 
wells can fill with rocks, mud 
and debris rendering the well 
unusable.

     The Washington Department 
of Ecology says several lessons 
were learned about the impacts 
of forest fires on wells after the 
devastating Carlton Complex 
Fire of 2014.

     “The intense rain storms that 
followed the Carlton Complex 
Fire caused mudslides in burned 
areas, destroying a number of 
wells that could not be repaired 
or properly decommissioned,” 
explained Avery Richardson, 
Ecology’s well coordinator in 
the Central Regional Office. 

     Wells with tight fitting caps 
mostly were undamaged by the 
debris flows, as the materials 
largely passed over them. 

How to protect your well  

• Inspect your well as soon as 
you can safely return to your 
property.

• Check to see if your well cap 
is still in place.  Make sure it is 
tightly bolted and the vent hole 
or conduit hole is plugged. This 
helps prevent insects, ash or de-
bris from entering your well.
 
• If your well cap was destroyed, 
seek advice from a local well 
driller or pump installer to pur-
chase another one. Installation 
is generally simple.

• While these professionals 
are busy at this time, it is im-
perative that you get your well 
capped as soon as possible.

    Other information is avail-
able on the state Department 
of Health’s drinking water and 
wildfire webpage: http://www.
doh.wa.gov/Communityan-
dEnvironment/DrinkingWater/
Wildfires2015

Sandra Partridge
WA Dept of Ecology

Editor’s Note: We are proud to 
include Kathleen Kiefer as a 
contributing writer this issue. 
Kathleen is a prolific writer, pho-
tographer, filmmaker and long 
time Soap Lake resident. 

Her photographs have ap-
peared in annual reports, calen-
dars, websites, posters, cards, 
in books, film, advertsing. 

She is the author of numerous 
articles for the hydropower in-
dustry publications, annual re-
ports, documentary film scripts, 
regional publications, and local 
newspapers.

Kathleen has completed numer-
ous documentaries, shorts and 
commercials. Films have won 
silver and bronze Telly Awards, 
gold AVA awards, Telly Peoples 
Choice, and a Bullitt Foundation 
Icicle Prize.

photo: Joe Bryant

VALERIE VISSIA, ON LIVING 
IN HUCKLEBERRY COUNTRY: 
“It’s the people and not just who 
they are but what they do for each 
other. The term “Neighbor” is real 
here and I’m very fortunate to ex-
perience it everyday. “Hi Neighbor” 
means something here. If you live 
here you don’t need an explana-
tion.” # calluslucky (from our Face-
book page at facebook.com/thehu-
ckleberrypress)


